PO 


Entered as Second Class Matter, Pest 
Office, Washington, DB. ©. Under 
of Aug. 24, 1912 and Feb. 28, 


Labor Kick 


Registration — 


Mitchell’s 
Job Claims 
Unmasked 


The enthusiastic claims Sec. 
of Labor James P. Mitchell made 
on behalf of the Republican Ad- 
ministration’s claimed benefits for 
workers in his Labor Day report 
to Pres. Eisenhower, have been 
tested and found shoddy by the 
Democratic National Committee. 

The allegations and their rebuttal 
were made public by Democratic 
National Chairman Paul M. Butler 
in a documented fact sheet entitled 
“The Truth About Labor Secretary 
Mitchell—His Claims and His In- 
fluence on the GOP.” 

The fact sheet, Butler said, “sets 
the record straight” on the claims. 
It also reveals “Mitchell’s own lack 
of standing in the Republican Party 
and the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion,” he added. 


Padded Figures 

It shows that Mitchell in the La- 
bor Day report tried to claim Re- 
publican credit for Democratic 
accomplishments; tried to cover up 
Administration opposition to liberal 
measures the Democrats favored, 
and indulged in “statistical slight- 
of-hand” in “padding” figures on 
employment gains, and in trying 
to give the GOP credit for workers’ 
economic gains made under the 
Democratic Truman Administra- 
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-State © 
Oct. 1 | 
All Unions 


| Alerted. 
iIBy COPE 


Labor’s all-out drive to “regis- 
e|ter the unregistered” gets rolling 
Monday. 

‘An intensive campaign to make 
¢|“every union member a regis- 
tered voter” will be kicked off in 
©|34 states across the nation Oct. 
:| 1 by the AFL-CIO. 

The all-out drive to achieve “100 
percent citizenship” in the trade 
union movement will be conducted 
by state and local Committees on 
Political Education with the co- 
operation of national COPE. 

AFL-CIO offices all around the 
country as well as the federation’s 
national staff are mobilized for the 
week-long drive in accordance with 
the ABL-CIO Executive Council’s 
directive to use all possible re 
sources to achieve the goal. 


Council Directive 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler underscored the Executive 
Council’s directive with a special 
proclamation tagging registration as 
the “primary task of organization” 
until Election Day. 

COPE officials said that the 
registration drive will pave the way 


for a get-out-the-vote drive on 
Nov. 6. 


rive 


“OF COURSE I'M GOING TO SUPPORT MR. STEVENSON,” AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
told reporters after a meeting in Washington with the Democratic presidential candidate. Meany 
and Stevenson conferred for a half hour on campaign problems. 


Adlai, Estes Pound at GOP; 


wiatia.2 cece Le Leaves ‘Front Porch’. _ | sziimiaes 


his proposals for repeal of so- 
called “right-to-work” laws in the 
states, for a fair employment 
practices commission, and for 
broadening the minimum wage 
law. 

Among other things, the Demo- 
cratic fact sheet notes that in his 
Labor Day report, Mitchell claimed 
“the average American factory 
worker today makes almost $13 a 
week more than he did four years 
ago.” The period covered, the re- 
buttal points out, includes six 

(Continued,on Page 13) 


“American democracy has its 


Adlai Stevenson’s relentless, biting attack on the Eisenhower Administration and steadily increasing| reots in the full participation in 


reports that Democratic strength is on the upswing have caused a major switch in Republican| the electoral process of all citi- 
campaign strategy. zens. It derives its strength and 

With 38 days to go, the Republicans have prevailed on Pres. Eisenhower to ditch his widely ad- ae yo a a = 
vertised “TV frontporch” campaign, and have scheduled a heavy round of speeches, tours, etc., that | ©O™ 8n0 Judgment of the people 


all add up to a 1956 version of a a on Election 
bad whistle-stop” campaign. ’ 

Meany Rejects ILA 

Bid to Join AFL-CIO 


The original half-dozen television | . Reports received at COPE’s na 
appearances have been augmented | tonal headquarters from across the 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany has flatly rejected a bid by the 
racket-tainted Intl. Longshoremen’s Association to enter the AFL- 


to date by airport talks, top-down (Continued on Page 13) 
automobile tours and _ informal 
speeches. Now three more pre- 
viously unscheduled speeches have 
been added in Ohio, Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania. 


Meany on Radio 
In Vote Drive 


ruption. 

Meany bluntly told reporters, 
after a 1%4-hour conference with 
Capt. William V. Bradley, ILA 
president: 

“All I can say is that from 
what Bradley told me the ILA 
officially has done nothing to rec- 
tify the conditions existing when 
the union was expelled.” 

“As far as I am concerned,” 
Meany continued, “that’s it. 

“I will not refer the ILA appeal 
to the Executive Council. I feel 


‘|it would only insult the intelligence 


of my fellow Executive Council 
members.” 

In mid-August, Bradley asked for 
a secret, confidential meeting with 


CIO. The ILA was expelled by the AFL in 1953 because of cor- 


Meany, saying the ILA could dem- 
onstrate substantial compliance 
with the AFL’s original “clean-up- 
or-get-out” ultimatum. Meany re- 
fused to meet Bradley on a “con- 
fidential” basis and insisted that 
Pres. Larry Long of the Intl. Broth- 
erhood of Longshoremen, an AFL- 
CIO affiliate, be present, along with 
one of Meany’s aides. 

Bradley accepted the conditions 
and Meany, in an impromptu press 
conference in the lobby of the 
AFL-CIO building, said he asked 
the ILA president for “documenta- 
tion” of his claim that the union 
had cleaned house. 


(Continued on Page 3) 


The new GOP strategy centered 
attention once more on the health 
issue. The original frontporch 
campaign was designed to conserve 
the President’s energies in view of 
his heart attack and ileitis opera- 
tion. : 

The exertions of a stepped-up 
campaign were brushed aside by 
the White House, however, with the 
assurance that the President’s doc- 
tors feel he is capable of under- 
taking the added chores. 

The GOP switch was apparently 
a direct reaction to the Stevenson- 
Kefauver campaign. Political re- 
ports from around the nation have 
indicated increasing Democratic 

(Continued on Page 4) 


A register and vote appeal 
by AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany will be broadcast over 
the nationwide network of 
the National Broadcasting 
Co. Oct. 2 at 5:35 p. m., 
EDT, by the American Herit- 
age Foundation. 

In his five-minute talk 
Meany calls for the widest 
possible participation in the 
election to preserve the na- 
tion’s democratic heritage, 
urges citizens to check the 
candidates’ voting records, 
available through the AFL- 
CIO, and to participate ac- 
tively in state and local con- 
tests. 
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Kefauver ee ee ees. 
Nixon pe oe ee ee 


sum Taft:Hartley 


-'TAFT-HARTLEY _. 


. Passage of Taft-Hartley Act. ~~ 


House 6/4/47 

Vote to override President Truman's 
veto of Taft-Hartley. 

House 6/20/47 


. Amendment to strike injunction 


provision from Taft-Hartley. 
Senate 6/28/49 


4. Substitute for Taft-Hartley which 


retained all its worst provisions. 
House 5/3/49 


UNION SHOP 


. Amendment to Railway Labor Act 


to make union shop subject to state 
approval. 
Senate 12/11/50 


MINIMUM WAGE 


6. Bills to weaken and limit minimum 


wage. 
Senate 5/11/50 
House 8/10/49 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION 


. Amendments to social security per- 


Mitting state to force unemployed 
workers to act as strike breakers or 
forfeit compensation. 

Senate 6/20/50 


2 . 


«yw Taft-Hartley, Revision 


»° 


On Key Issues: 


«0 Union Shop 


¢ +» Taft-Hartley Revision 
<> Minimum Wage cB, 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


8. Expansion of Social Security pro- 


gram to include pensions at age 50 
for persons totally disabled. 
Senate 7/17/56 


Vote to weaken improved social 
security bill. 
House 10/5/49 


NATURAL GAS 


10. Bill to permit producers of natural 


gas to increase gas prices without 
government approval. 
Senate 2/6/56 


Similar bill passed earlier in House. 
House 8/5/49 


TAXES 


12. Amendment to require the privi- 


leged oil and mining interests to 
shoulder a fairer share of the tax 
burden by reducing their tax de- 
ductions. 

Senate 9/28/51 


13. “Spare-the-rich” tax cut bill to give 


most tax relief to high income 
groups and insignificant tax cuts to 


Kefauver Right—Nixon Wrong 


House 8/16/50 


low and middle-income groups. 


House 4/2/48 


Senate 6/3/52 


: 
0 Sg HF 2 e 
Baas | 
; 3 ° 
i RB ey mE ae Be 
) yt a > Sa » 3 
23 5 dp wp Gta dada a f 
~ Ia Z 2&2 6 «8 & ss oO 
7 8 >. 10 22 23.593. 14: 1 16:47 118 19 «3-20. 2h. 22. 23 
R R bs R - R R R R R A R R R R R R 
ee ert ee oe” Re OW A SW OW ee Oy 
POLL TAX 19. Vote to eliminate all provision for. 
, tr ee low-rent public housing from 1949 
14. Bill to outlaw tax on voting in Housing Act. 
primaries and general elections for Senate 4/21/49 
federal office. House 6/29/49 
House 7/21/47 
EDUCATION 
REA : 
A : 20. Hill amendment to use revenue 
15. Proposal that deficiency appropria- from offshore oil and gas resources 
tion be sent back to committee for for national defense and education. 
addition of $300 million to finance Senate 5/2/52 
REA loans for power equipment 
for cooperatives. 21. Measure to increase appropriations 
House 2/24/48 for aid to schools in over-crowded 
defense areas. 
Senate 5/10/51 
TVA . 
16. Vote to approve $4 million steam 
plant for TVA. TIDELANDS 
House 6/19/48 22. Passage of bill releasing offshore oil 
and gas resources to coastal states. 
 $OIL_ CONSERVATION en a ae5e 
17. Amendment to cut soil and water 
conservation authorization by 46%, FARM PRICES 
isn herald 23. Amendment to eliminate from the 
farm bill 90% price supports for 
PUBLIC HOUSING millable wheat. (As Vice President 
18. Amendment to increase number of and presiding officer of the Senate, 
public housing units started from Nixon cast the tie-breaking vote to 
5,000 to 45,000. pass this amendment.) 


R—right, W—wrong, A—absent, *—not in this house of Congress at the time 
(Prepared especially for the AFL-CIO News) 


Senate 3/9/56 


Ladies’ Garment Union 


Endorses Adlai-Estes 


New York—The Intl. Ladies Garment Workers Union endorsed 
the Stevenson-Kefauver ticket and voted $10,000 for a special reg- 
istration drive to assure the greatest possible participation by its 
members in the November election. 

In a separate action the ILGWU also endorsed Democratic Mayor 


Robert F. Wagner of New York’ 


City in his race for the U.S. Senate 
seat vacated by Sen. Herbert F. 
Lehman. Wagner is opposed by 
Jacob Javits, state attorney general 
and former New York City GOP 
congressman. 

The decisions were reached at a 
meeting of the union’s General 
Executive Board here. 

Legitimate Function 

ILGWU Pres. David Dubinsky 
said the $10,000 would be ex- 
pended to encourage members to 
fully exercise good citizenship by 
registering to vote. This, he added, 
is “a legitimate function of union- 
ism.” 

The Executive Board also ap- 
pealed for voluntary contribu- 
tions to the ILGWU Campaign 
Committee to aid the Stevenson- 
Kefauver ticket as well as drives 
involving liberal candidates for 
Congress throughout the coun- 

The ILGWU endorsement of the 
Democratic Party candidates 
charged the Republican Party with 
“unchanging devotion to the special 
interests of big business.” It warned 


that a Republican victory this year 
“would condemn the nation to an- 
other term in which, if there were 
any change at all, it could only be 
for the worse with even the minor 
restraints of Gen. Eisenhower weak- 
ened by the rising power of Nixon. 
Today, as was not the case in 1952, 
a vote for Eisenhower is a vote for 
Nixon carrying with it an endorse- 
ment of Nixon’s reactionary and 
anti-labor record.” 


Bastion of Liberalism 

The election of Stevenson and 
Kefauver, the resolution said, 
would mark a return to policies in 
which “the general welfare of all 
the people is the primary aim.” 

In urging the election of Wagner 
to the U.S. Senate the union board 
pointed out that the seat which had 
been occupied by Sen. Robert F. 
Wagner Sr. and Lehman must 
“continue to be a bastion of liberal- 
ism.” Wagner will be “unfettered 
by the necessity. to placate anti- 
liberal elements in his own party” 
and will have no need to compro- 
mise his liberalism, the resolution 
concluded, 


ILGWU Schedules 
Radio Campaign 


New York—The Intl. 
Ladies Garment Workers 
1956 Campaign Committee 
has scheduled four coast-to- 
coast radio broadcasts in sup- 
port of its endorsement of the 
Stevenson-Kefauver ticket. 

The first broadcast is sched- | 
uled for Oct. 11 over the 
American Broadcasting Co. 
network at 10:30 p. m., EDT 
and will feature Sen. Herbert 
H. Lehman (D-N. Y.). 

The rest of the schedule: 
Oct. 18—Gov. Averell Har- 
riman; Oct. 25—Sen. Estes 
Kefauver; Nov. 1—Adlai 
Stevenson. 

Promotional and informa- 
tional material on the series 
can be obtained from the 
ILGWU Campaign Commit- 
fee, 1710 Broadway, New 
York 19, N. ¥. ILGWU 
Pres. David Dubinsky is 
chairman of the committee, 
Gus Tyler is director. 


Electrical Union 
Wins Package Hike 


Oakland, Cal.—A wage package 
estimated to produce an average 
increase of 19.3 cents an hour for 
approximately 14,500 Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. employes has been 
ratified by the membership of Lo- 
cal 1245, Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. 


T. extile Firm 
Shutdown as 


chain, owners of the Darlington 


Threatens 
Union Wins 


Darlington, S. C.—A calculated campaign to thwart a victory for 
union representation has paid off for the Deering, Milliken textile 


Manufacturing Co. 


Workers in the Darlington mill 
voted Sept. 6 for representation by 
the Textile Works Union. Almost 
immediately, Roger Milliken, head 
of the firm, ordered a stockholders 
meeting for Oct. 17 where he will 
recommend liquidation of the mill. 

The reign of terror had its ex- 
pected effect; workers are now peti- 
tioning the NLRB to void the elec- 
tion and withhold certification so 
they can hold their jobs. 

“We only hope we can persuade 
management to keep the mill 
open,” says a leader in the move- 
ment to cancel the election. Dar- 
lington’s Mayor Thomas W. Buch- 
anan will present a petition to man- 
agement and frankly hopes “the 
union is voted out and the mill can 
‘go on operating.” 

The local newspaper had stressed 
that Milliken closed down other 
mills in his chain where workers 
had-voted for union representation. 

Boyd E. Payton, TWUA south- 
ern director, urged Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell to act in the 
face of the situation. He suggested 
that the campaign was intended to 
“terrorize and stampede the work- 
ers. 

There was evidence, Payton said, 
that the mill is normally profitable 
and efficient and that about $200,- 


000 was spent in modernizing it 
during the past year. 


Retirement at 60 
In Teamster Pact 


Chicago—Retirement at 60 will 
be possible under a pension pro- 
gram negotiated here by the Intl 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

Wholly paid for by 4,000 signa- 
tory trucking companies, the pro- 
gram covers 150,000 members of 
locals affiliated with the Central 
States Conference of Teamsters, 
Southern Conference of Teamsters 
and the National Truckaway and 
Driveaway Conference (automobile 
transport). 

Under the program, pensionets 
will be paid $90 a month—any time 
between the ages of 60 and 70— 
from an industry fund. After the 
first 5 years, the pension is reduced 
to $22.50 a month when the Ie 
tirees begin collecting social secu 
rity. 

The pension program also pio 
vides for a lump sum disability pay- 
ment of up to $2,000 at 45 after 
15 years’ service. It provides death 
benefits of up to $2,000 after 10 
years’ service. 
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Meany Flatly Rejects ILA — 
Request to Join AFL-CIO 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Meany said Bradley had no such 
evidence. 

The AFL-CIO president then ran 
down a list of questions he had 
asked Bradley, based on the orig- 
inal conditions the AFL had laid 
down in its 1953 clean-up demand. 

Meany first asked about the 
“shapeup,” which the AFL had 
charged “encourages the kickback 
and other objectionable practices.” 
Bradley said it had been eliminated 
but Meany pointed out ‘that its 
elimination had been the result of 
a new bi-state waterfront law. 

Bradley contended, Meany said, 
that contracts signed before the law 


went into effect had eliminated the | - 


shapeup but, Meany added, Brad- 
ley had “no evidence of this.” 
Meany then inquired about the 
AFL demand that “recognized 
democratic procedures” be insti- 
tuted in the ILA. He reported 
that Bradley said the union was in 
the process of consolidating locals, 
eliminating smaller ones. 


“How that would make for|. 


NLRB Orders 
Election for 


N. Y. Docks 


The National Labor Relations 
Board has given dock workers in 
the Port of New York their third 
chance in as many years to decide 
upon a collective bargaining agent. 

It ordered an election, to:be held 
“as early as possible” within the 

next 30 days, to determine if the 
dockers want to be represented by 
the AFL-CIO Intl. Brotherhood of 
Longshoremen or by the present 
union, the Intl. Longshoremen’s 
Association, which was expelled 
from the AFL as racket dominated. 

NLRB Reg. Dir. Charles T. 
Doud of New York set the date for 
Oct. 24. 

The vote was ordered on peti- 
tion of the IBL, which was set up 
by the former AFL after it had 
booted out the rival union in Sep- 
tember 1953, following its failure 
to purge itself of racketeering and 
criminal elements in its leadership. 

The election order came as the 
New York Shipping Association 
and the ILA were deadlocked in 
negotiations. for a new contract to 
succeed one expiring Sept. 30. 

It included an appeal for indus- 
trial peace, seconded by local and 
state authorities. This won condi- 
tional acceptance from the ILA, 
which offered to delay any strike 
for a month on condition that the 
New York association and organ- 
izations of employers in all other 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast ports agree 
to contract retroactivity to Oct. 1. 


Insurance Union 
Wins Long Strike 


Bethlehem, Pa.— The longest 
strike in the insurance industry has 
been won by the Insurance Work- 
ers with a new contract that, 
brought gains estimated as worth 
five times what the Home Life In- 
surance Co. offered “finally” last 
April. 

The 119-day strike by 376 
agents in Pennsylvania and Dela- 
ware came to an end with ratifica- 
ton of a three-year contract that 
Provides benefits of approximately 
$5 a week. 

Compensation improvements in 
the contract, according to IWA 

Treas. Arthur H. Higginson, 
include an increase in collection 
Commission, a new ‘bonus for 
Monthly insurance, higher sales 
Commissions and a ‘conservation 

Aus, ; 


sd 


N. Y. Times Lauds 
Meany’s ‘No’ to ILA 


New York—The New 
York Times commended 
AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany for his action on the 
Intl. Longshoremen Associa- 
tion, in enforcing the AFL- 
CIO’s Code of Ethics. 

Meany could have chosen 
“to rationalize his respon- 
sibilities as leader of the 
American labor movement” 
and decided to back the re- 
entry request, the Times said, 
adding: 

“But to his cecal, and to 
the credit of the American 
labor movement, Mr. Meany 
decided that his responsibility 
extended to the quality as well 
as the quantity of the compo- 
nent parts of the AFL-CIO.” 


democratic procedures, he didn’t 
say,” Meany remarked. 
Bradley also said “standard book- 
keeping practices” were being 
planned and that unions would be 
asked for a register of all their 
members. He added that the ILA 
now plans to have the officers of 
the New York District Council 
elected by the rank and file. 

“I asked him why that hadn't 


-been done a long time ago,” 
Meany told his press confer- 
ence, “but all he said was, ‘we 
didn’t have time.’ ” 


Meany then discussed the AFL’s 


demand that union representatives | § 


with criminal records be fired 
“from all positions of authority.” 

Bradley, he reported, replied that 
he “didn’t know of anyone with a 
criminal record in local union office 
in New York City or in the inter- 
national union.” 

Meany asked what had been 
done about the ILA’s own- special 
committee, which in 1953 cited 39 
individuals with criminal records. 
Bradley said the committee had 
been discharged in 1953 Because 
the union had “other things to do” 
and was “too busy with its own 
troubles.” 


Meany’s final series of questions 
concerned.a recent ILA chartering 
of a local led by an ex-convict, who 
had recently completed a jail sen- 
tence for extortion. The second 


‘man.in the union, Meany said, was 


also an ex-convict. 

Bradley said he knew “nothing 
about it,” Meany reported, “de- 
spite the fact that it was in the 
public press.” 

With this, Meany snapped that 
the ILA “had done: nothing” to 
clean-up and that the matter was 
a dead issue. 


Two Meat Unions Win 
Pacts With Four Firms 


Chicago—The most substantial gains ever received in negotia- 
tions with the industry were won by the Meat Cutters & Butcher 
Workmen and the Packinghouse Workers in contract talks with four 


firms representing 77,000 workers. 

The strike by the two unions 
against Swift & Co. at its 39 plants 
across the nation continued. Nego- 
tiations were still in progress. 

Agreement was reached in joint 
negotiations with Armour & ‘Co. 
followed in rapid succession by set- 
tlements with three other firms. 
Armour’s 37 plants employ ap- 
proximately 35,000. 


Gain on 16 Points 

Almost identical three-year con- 
tracts were negotiated with Cudahy 
Packing Co., employing 15,000; 
John Morrell & Co., 12,000 and 
Hygrade Food Products Corp., 
10,000. 

The pacts were characterized as 
among the best negotiated in any 
major industry this year by Pres. 
Earl W. Jimerson and Sec.-Treas. 
Patrick K Gorman-of the Meat 
Cutters and Pres. Ralph Helstein 
and Sec.-Treas. G. R. Hathaway of 
the UPWA, who led negotiating 
teams. 


“All of the 16 points represent 
gains for the workers,” they 
reported. 

Wages will be, hiked from 10 
cents to 22.5 cents hourly effective 
Oct. 1, in all of the 25 labor clas- 
sifications. Boosts of 7.5 cents an 
hour will follow automatically on 
Sept. 1 in 1957 and 1958. 


Separation Pay Won 

A cost-of-living escalator clause 
will provide a one-cent increase for 
each half-point climb in the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics’ index. 

The differential in women’s wage 
rates will be eliminated over a 
three-year period; one cent an hour 
for each of the first two years and 


Naftalison Named 
To Jobless Board 


Albany, N. Y.—Louis J. Naftali- 
son of the New York State Labor 
Dept. staff has been named execu- 
tive secretary of the Unemployment 


Insurance Appeal Board. 


one and a half cents in the third 
year. 


The industry’s first separation 
pay for technological improvements 
was negotiated, providing a formula 
of so many weeks’ pay for so many 
years of service. 

Improvements were won in the 
guaranteed work-week of 36 
hours. An employe called to 
work on Monday is guaranteed 
36 hours of work or pay during 
the week. Saturday and Sunday 
will continue as overtime days. 


Gains were also negotiated in the 
night premium rate, vacation sched- 
ules, sickness and accident insur- 
ance and the pension plan, where 
benefits were virtually doubled. 


Adm. Logue Medical 
Head of Seafarers 

New York—Adm. Joseph B. 
Logue, who-retired in 1954 after 
36 years’ service as a Navy medical 
officer, has been appointed medical 
director of the Seafarers’ welfare 
plan medical program. 


The medical program covers the 
union’s Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
district, and is part of a recently 
negotiated employer-financed health 
and safety plan aimed at cutting 
illness and injuries among seamen. 


FIRST AFL-CIO CHARTER to an intérnational union affiliate was 
presented by Pres. George Meany (left) to Pres. H. E. Gilbert of the 
Locomotive Firemen & Enginemen. The 96,000-member BLFE 
voted recently to affiliate and is the first of the traditionally unaf- 
filiated operating rail brotherhoods to join the AFL-CIO. 


Long-Term 


Must Allow 


Contracts 


Flexibility 


The publicity given the “trend” to longer-term union agreements - 
is often misleading, according to the Collective Bargaining Report 
issued by the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research. 


While there has been a trend in® 


that general direction, the report 
notes, the phrase “long-term agree- 
ment” is used too loosely as though 
all- long-time contracts are com- 
parable. 


Long-term agreements which do 
not contain adequate provision for 
review and adjustment during their 
life can be “dangerously restric- 
tive,” the report warns. 

The report adds that “most un- 
ions agreeing to a long term have 
taken steps which they believe 
can retain adequate flexibility. 
Some have insisted on provisions 
for periodic reopening on wages 
and other provisions so that ad- 
justments might be made to new 
conditions. Others have adopted 
provisions for fixed wage in- 
creases and cost-of-living adjust- 
ments as a means of gaining 
wage protection and improve- 
ment.” It also says: 

“In considering agreement dura- 
tion, a union must look not merely 
to how long the term will.run, but 
to how frequently and under what 
conditions it will have an opportu- 
nity to negotiate and adjust wages 
and other provisions to meet 
changed conditions which arise dur- 
ing the life of the agreement.” 


‘Erroneous Impression’ 


Some recent studies, the report 
finds, “may unfortunately spread 
an erroneous impression that long- 


term agreements are closed to col-: 


lective bargaining and do not. per- 


mit any wage or other adjustments : 


before their expiration date.” 

Agreements for more than a 
year, the report continues, “have 
been favored mostly by manage- 
ment. The main reason ad- 
vanced for them is that they pro- 
vide greater ‘stability’—that they 
mean longer periods of labor- 
management peace and that they 


with using the “good name and 


Phony Labor Papers 
Raided in New York 


New York—The offices of two phony labor newspapers were 
raided by rackets bureau detectives who charged eight solicitors 


extort thousand of dollars from businessmen. 

The raid was staged on the complaint of a Brooklyn businessman 
that he was shaken down for $200 through telephone calls from 
the “American Labor Review” and the “Labor Herald,” 
claims to the contrary, neither paper is approved by the AFL-CIO. 

The Intl. Labor Press Association, composed of editors of legiti- 
mate AFL-CIO publications, has been campaigning against racket-| 
eering “labor” newspapers. It works closely with Better Business 
Bureaus and law enforcement agencies to put them out of business. 


prestige of legitimate labor” to 


Despite 


better enable management to 
estimate its wage bills well in 
advance.” 

However, it finds, closed long- 
term agreements are no guarantee 
of constructive or rewarding peace. 

“If unforeseen conditions arise 
to make provisions of the long-term 
agreement inadequate or unreason- 
able long before the scheduled ex- 
piration date, and the agreement is 
not re-opened to make suitable ad- 
justments, labor-management rela- 
tions may be troubled by consider- 
able unrest and deterioration of 
worker morale even though there 
may be no work’ stoppage.” 

Liberal Concessions 

The major inducement for dif- 
ferent unions which have been 
willing to sign long-term agree- 
ments appears to be the more lib- 
eral concessions offered to them in 
exchange for their acceptance of 
the longer term desired by manage- 
ment. 

Opposition to agreement dura- 
tion longer than a, year is rooted 
largely in the desire for “flexibility” 
—the opportunity to negotiate rea- 
sonably frequently to gain basic ob- 
jectives and to adjust to changed 
conditions and new needs. 


Retail Workers 
Earnings Surveyed 
The earnings of six million retail 


trade workers in all occupations 
except eating and drinking places 


twill be surveyed this autumn by the 


Bureau of Labor Statistics. Partial 
surveys of various sectors of the 
industry have been made before, 
but this one is designed to provide 
comprehensive information on 
hours and earnings. 

» The: survey was authorized by 
the Jast Congress; The BLS se- 
cured the aid of industry represent- 
atives as well as of its regular labor 


-and business advisory councils in 


setting up the survey. 


| | Canada Rules CAW 


Taxable Income 

Ottawa, Ont.—Jobless Canadian 
workers who collect supplemental 
unemployment benefits under un- 
ion contracts\will have to pay in- 
come taxes on them, according to a 
formal ruling by the federal gov- 
ernment. , 

However, employer contributions 


}into the funds from which such 
|payments are made will not be 


taxable under new rules proposed. 
in amendoneots to the Income Tax 
Act. 
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Farmers Give Adlai 
Warmest Greeting © 


Colfax, Iowa—The presidential 


election is a “horse race” among 


Midwest farmers, according to political observers here. 

The conclusion stems from political pulse-taking during the two 
days of speeches by candidates “Eisenhower and Stevenson at’ the 
National Field Days plowing contests which drew midwestern 


farmers by the thousands. 

Eisenhower outdrew Stevenson 
by probably 5,000 to 10,000, but 
his audience didn’t seem to be 
nearly as’ enthusiastic as Steven- 
son’s. 

The Republicans passed out 
plenty of expensive looking litera- 
ture from two booths at the site of 
the event, while Democrats, ham- 
pered by a short budget, were 
limited to distribution of single- 
sheet handbills from a single tent. 


Running Neck and Neck 
Pretty young country-club-type 
matrons, attired in white dresses 
with “Ike” printed in red letters on 
the dresses, added to the general 


Handbill Pokes Fun 
At Administration 


Colfax, Iowa — Farmers 
who attended the National 
Field Days here got a chuckle 
from the anonymously hand- 
bills poking fun at the Eisen- 
hower Administration in the 
form of a farm sale handbill. 

The handbill pretended to 
tell its readers that “Ike and 
Mamie” were going out of 
business and listed a number 
of things for sale. Here’s a 
partial text: 

“As we are leaving the 
White House in the near fu- 
ture, we will sell the follow- 


(Used very little) 

“1 Pair Tax Cutters (Large 
size, good as new) 

“About 400 pounds cam- 
paign promises (Never used) 

“2 of Mr. Wilson’s kennel 
dogs 

“1 Dulles mowing machine 
(Dulles hell) 

“Several sets price supports 
(Slightly used) 

“Lots of golf clubs, fishing 
tackle and many articles too 
numerous to mention.” 


hoopla as the Republicans tried to 

whoop it up for Eisenhower. Songs 

sounding like football rousers 

blared from loudspeakers, telling 

the farmers, “We Like Ike.” 

Eisenhower’s speech was com 

sidered a “polite” one and it got 
a polite reception. However, 
Stevenson, who came the next 
day, tore into the Republican 
record of broken farm promises 
and got a warm ovation. 

An informal poll of farmers both 
days came up with these general 
impressions: 

Both candidates seem to be run- 


vote. Eisenhower has tremendous 
personal popularity, but his stand 
on farm issues has made a lot of 
farmers decide to switch their vote. 


A lot of farmers turned out to 
hear Eisenhower even though they 
weren’t convinced they would vote 
for him. Fully 40 percent of the 
persons interviewed on the day of 
Eisenhower's speech said they did 
not intend to vote for him. 

- Adlai Support Solid 
Stevenson appeared to have the 
pretty solid support of the farmers 
who came out to hear him. Not 
more than 10 to 20 percent of the 
persons polled on the day of his 
speech said they intended to vote 
for Eisenhower. 

The supporters of Eisenhower 
seem more apathetic about the 
campaign than the Stevenson sup- 
porters. They seem less sure of 
themselves when asked how they 
plan to vote than the Stevenson 
supporters do. 

Only a few Eisenhower sup- 
porters, when interviewed, were 


| vehement in their support of him. 


One woman said she was for “Ike 
and Nixon, and underline Nixon.” 
When asked why she was such a 
strong supporter of Nixon, she said 
he has “enough backbone to speak 
out on issues.” 


Strangely, none of the Eisen- 
hower supporters interviewed had 
any objection to Nixon as a running 
mate. All of them expressed either 
approval or indifference. 

Those who were most out- 
spoken against Eisenhower were, 
naturally enough, critical of his 
handling of the farm program. 
Le Roy Johnson of Deep River, 
Iowa, said he had been a Repub- 
lican for 27 years but intended to 
vote for Stevenson this year. “It 
took him (Eisenhower) four years 
to get bread up to 25 cents a 
loaf, coffee up to $1.17 a pound 
and hogs down to nine cents.” 
He said his 76-year-old mother 
asked for a Democratic ballot in 
the primary for the first time im 
her life. 


Ivan Clark, who farms 240 acres 
near Pleasantville, Iowa, said, “We 
could stand a little more prosperity. 
What Eisenhower promised, Ben- 
son isn’t doing.” His wife spoke 
up and said, “Benson hasn’t done 
one thing for the farmer.” 

H. L. Younker of Pleasantville, 
seemed to sum up what was on 
most farmers’ minds when he said, 
“We've got to get more of an even 
break on the things we sell and the 
stuff we buy has to come down in 


ning in a dead heat for the farm 


price.” 


he said. “This means that the 


ideals and traditions. 


fairly waged.” 


Labor Heartily Supports 
Fair Campaign Practices 


The AFL-CIO “heartily supports” the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices and calls upon all candidates. and their supporters to 
subscribe to its principles, Pres. George Meany has announced. 

“The AFL-CIO is dedicated to fair, clean and honest elections,” 


the facts and clear statements on the issues. They should not be 
subjected to campaigns of innuendo or smear. The rousing of 
hate and fear has no legitimate place in our political system. Mud- 
slinging and appeals to prejudice are abhorrent to our American 


“If political campaigns are to serve their true purpose they must 
‘| give the voters a clear picture of the record and policies of the 
candidates who seek their votes. Any other result leads only to 
a degradation of our American political system. 

“We pledge ourselves to continued efforts for fair campaigns, 


voters should be presented with 


ib 8 ‘Angel’ 


SORE CAITR = 


With Strings 


(Continued from Page 1) 
strength in state after state. 

Stevenson’s campaign apparently 
has also forced the President to 
pass up the “above politics” ap- 
proach. He has taken note of 
Stevenson’s charges and, without 
mentioning the Democratic nomi- 
nee by name, has countered. 

Both men bid strongly for the 
farm vote in their Midwestern 
swings. Stevenson flatly accused 
the President of responsibility for 
the drop in farm income and fail- 
ure to redeem his promises to the 
farmers. 

“Only Republicans,” Steven- 
son said, “could keep the stock 
market up and the farm market 
down at the same time.” 

Eisenhower maintained that the 
drop in farm prices had been 
stemmed and blamed the situation 
on the previous Democratic re- 
gimes. He assailed the Stevenson 
farm program of restoring price 
supports at 90° percent of parity 
as mockery and deceit. 

With the farm pitch made, Stev- 
enson prepared to swing through 
the heavily industrialized northeast 
with a schedule including speeches 
in New York City, New Jersey, 
numerous cities in Pennsylvania 
and a stop in West Virginia. 

Kefauver Pounds GOP 

Meanwhile, vice presidential can- 
didates Richard M. Nixon and Sen. 
Estes Kefauver continued their in- 
tensive trips across the country, 
with Kefauver pounding hard at 
GOP farm policy failures and pub- 
lic power and Nixon defending the 
Administration and painting a rosy 
picture of America at some un- 
dated future. 

In a speech at Colorado Springs, 


Adlai, Estes Po nd 


Eisenhower Leaves ‘Front Porch’ 


Two More Unions 
Affiliate With IUD 


Two more unions have affiliated 
with the AFL-CIO Industrial Un- 
ion Dept.: the Grain Millers and 
the Railway Carmen. 

The AFGM affiliated for 10,000 


members and the BRC for 3,000. 


Colo., Nixon promised that in The 
not too distant future were a four- 
day week, two autos and three TV 
sets for every family. 

Stevenson compared Nixon’s 
promised land to Herbert Hoo- 
ver’s “two cars in every garage” 
pledge of 1928 and Kefauver 
added that the “parallel will 
frighten many Americans.” 


Auto Workers Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther jumped in with a wire to 
the President, cabinet members and 
GOP congressional leaders asking 
for a “specific and firm commit- 
ment” on the Nixon statement. He 
asked whether the GOP will pro- 
pose and “actively support” in the 
next Congress legislation to reduce 
the work week to 32 hours. Unless 
there is such support, he added, 
the Nixon speech is an example of 
“political expedience” with no more 
meaning than Eisenhower's pledge 
to repeal what he had*called the 
“union-busting” provisions of the 
Taft-Hartley Act. 

Nixon replied that “mere arti- 
ficial legislation will not accom- 
plish” the four-day week. 

New Ammunition 

The Republicans also jumped on 
a Stevenson statement on a pro- 
gram for older citizens, claiming 
that the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion has done everything possible 
in the way of improvements to 
date. Stevenson had proposed a 
program that would enable a per- 
son to maintain his accustomed 
standard of living after soabeiee: 

The school integration issue 

got back into the political lime- 
light again as Stevenson in Little 
Rock, Ark., urged the South to 
accept the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision and urged again that the 
office of the President be used to 
create a climate for peaceful ac- 
ceptance of the decision. 


_ Both parties unveiled some new 
campaign ammunition, the Repub- 
licans a comic book presentation of 
the peace, progress and prosperity 


Republicans; 


to be published ‘five times during 
the campaign. 

The Democratic paper, “The 
New America,” declared that if the 
Democratic Party can carry the 31 
states where Democrats have won 
races for governor or senator since 
1953, it will have a total of 371 
electoral votes, or enough to wim 
the presidential election. 


Transport Union 
Hits FCC Changes 


Proposed changes by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
in the use of remote control equip- 
ment in radio broadcasting stations 
have been protested by Pres. Mich- 
ael J. Quill and other officers of 
the Transport Workers Union. . 

Other unions voiced protests re- 
cently after the FCC said it might 
relax current regulations on auto 
maied equipment. : 

“The petition of the employer 
group,” Quill told the FCC, “is 
basically an attack upon the pro- 
tection now given by the FCC to 
the employes of the industry, the 
maintenance of essential standards 
and the promotion of the public 
interest.” 


Hart Is Kansas 
Nominee for Senate 


George Hart, a Wichita, 
Kan., merchant, won the 
Democratic senatorial 
nomination = will op- 
pose Sen. Frank Carlson 
(R) in the November elec- 
tion. 

The AFL-CIO News er- 
roneously reported in its 
issue of Sept. 15, 1956 that 
the nomination was won 
‘by Paul L. Aylward. Hart 
defeated Aylward by 468 
votes in the Aug. 7 pri 
mary. Hart was the Demo- 
cratic candidate for lieu- 
tenant governor in 1954. 
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Metal Trades Dept. Urges: Six-Hour Day 


CONVENTION GUESTS are greeted by officials of the Metal Trades Dept. at two-day conclave 


in Atlantic City. From left, they are, Sec.-Treas. B. A. Gritta, Pres. James A. Brownlow,. Rear 
Admiral R. E. Cronin, the Navy’s chief of industrial _— and William F. Patterson, director 
of the Labor Dept. Bureau of Apprenticeship. 


Shorter Work Terms Would Aid | 


Economy, ProvideIncome Security 


By Eugene A. Kelley 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Shorter work days and a shorter work week were advocated in a resolu- 
tion adopted unanimously by the 150 delegates to the 771% annual convention of the AFL-CIO 


Metal Trades Dept. 


A six-hour day in lieu of the present eight-hour day with no loss in pay and a 35-hour work 


week were set as goals by the department which has more than a score of affiliated unions. 


immediate target for this objective®— 


The 


are the Navy yards where the de- 
partment has heavy membership. 
But it was made clear that the plan 
should be extended to industry 
generally, i 
Cite Three Reasons 

Higher productivity, increased 
wemployment and the nation’s 
growing population were cited as 
reasons for advocating the shorter 
work terms. The U.S. economy 
would be helped by such a move, 
delegates said, and it would “pro- 
vide security of income to the 
largest number of wage and salary 
workers on a year-round basis.” 

The delegates, many of whose 
tnions have a high stake in the 
development of atomic energy for 
military and peaceful uses, gave 
particular attention to advances in 
this field as reported by speakers 
ind in resolutions presented for 
adoption. 

Of special concern, according 
to Pres. James A. Brownlow, 
was the meed for developing 
equitable compensation for work- 
tts injured or made ill from the 
tects of radiation. 


Brownlow noted that the year |“ 


had been one of progress for the 
department, with significant growth 
inmembership. He expressed the 
hope that there would be “a closer 
understanding” between the depart- 
ment and unions affiliated with the 
former CIO. 

“Our interests are mutual and 
there is no reason why there should 
% any division of objectives,” 
Brownlow declared. 

The department, he went on, has 
teeived the affiliations of the Office 
Employes, Upholsterers, Intl. 
Chemical Workers and Building 
_ Employes during the past 


Scores Ship Lag 

Brownlow scored the dwindling 
thount of new ship construction in 
US. yards. On Apr. 1, he con- 
tinued, 1933. vessels were under 
tonstruction or on order in the 
Mincipal shipbuilding countries of 

world exclusive of the Soviet 
td her satellites. Total tonnage 
Inder construction on that date 


‘Mounted to 19.7 million gross tons. 


But, he said, U.S. yards held 
only 2.2 percent of this total. 
“Our portion of the tonnage was 
concentrated in 30 new vessels 
including seven cargoes, 19 tank- 


ers and four passenger-cargo 
vessels.” 


Brownlow termed “most success- 
ful” the changes in the Pacific 
Coast master shipbuilding and re- 
pair agreement arranged some 
weeks ago in which wages were in- 
creased 18 cents an hour. 


Local metal trades councils, “the 
bone structure” of the department, 
Brownlow declared, have had a 
successful year with three new 
councils chartered in the oil, atomic 
energy and uranium fields. 

Amendment of the Hatch Act 
to-restore full political freedom to 
federal employes was urged in a 
resolution adopted without dissent. 
This would be of special benefit to 
department members in navy yards. 

Other resolutions adopted called 
for repeal or amendment of the 
Taft-Hartley Act, repeal of state 
right-to-work” laws, opposition to 
military labor performing civilian 
work, recognition of labor unions 


Splinter Groups 
‘Using’ Integration 
Atlantic City, N. J.—Pres. 
James A..Brownlow of the 
AFL-CIO Metal Trades Dept. 
alerted delegates to the 47th 
convention that splinter 
groups using the Supreme 
Court integration decision as 
a cloak, are obtaining state 
_ charters and disrupting or- 
ganized unions. 
In most cases, Brownlow 
explained, the charter holders 
“disgruntled or recalci- 
trant former members of local 
unions and they are using the 
segregation question to fur- 
ther their own interests.” The 
ultimate end of such splinter- 
ing factions, he added, “can 
only be on@ of destruction and 
not of progress.” © 


by federal agencies, expanded world 
trade with other than Communist- 
dominated countries and free car- 
diagram tests by the Navy Dept. 
for all of its civilian employes over 
the age of 40. 


Excellent Relations 

Excellence of the labor relations 
with the department’s affiliated un- 
ion and the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission was commended by Oscar 
S. Smith, AEC organization and 
personnel director. Smith re- 
ported on the swiftness with which 
atomic energy programs are movy- 
ing forward, reminding that 15 
A-energy submarines have been au- 
thorized by Congress. 


Full and accurate information 
is needed on radioactivity hazards 
in industrial applications, Smith 
stressed. He noted that in 2.5 
million manhours worked on 
atomic installations over several 
years there were 184 fatalities. 
Only two of these could be 
charged to radiation hazards, the 
rest were the more frequent 
causes of death like falls, trench 
cave-ins and electrocution. 


Government installations have 
achieved satisfactory control of the 
hazards, Smith went on, but com- 
pletely adequate safeguards . must 
be set up and equally adequate 
workmen’s compensation measures. 

Dir. William F. Patterson of the 
Labor Dept. apprenticeship bureau 
observed that “shortages in metal 
trades occupations have continued 
to be acute.” He praised steps 
taken by unions to develop appren- 
ticeship and training programs to 
meet the need for building technical 
and mechanical skills. 

Rear Admiral R. E. Cronin, the 
Navy’s chief of industrial relations, 
pledged Navy cooperation in job 
placement, training, safe tools, safe 
environment and good supervision. 

“You can do your part,” he told 
delegates, “by representing your 
workers’ accident prevention needs 
to management, by interpreting. to 
your co-workers the reasons for 
safety rules and convincing them 
of the need for their individual 
cooperation.” 


MUTUAL INTERESTS ; are discussed by this trio at a session of the 
AFL-CIO Metal Trades Dept. in Atlantic City. From left, Pres. 


Robert Byron of the Sheet Metal 


Workers, Pres. Gordon M. Free- 


man of.the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and Sheet Metal 


Workers Sec.-Treas. Edward F. Carlough. 


Workers Advised : 
To Educate Kids 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Work- 
ers’ children were urged by 
the AFL-CIO Metal Trades 
Dept. convention to. continue 
their education as far as pos- 
sible. International unions 
through their local bodies 
could bring into the home the 
truth that “there is no future 
for the uneducated and the 
unskilled,” the convention re- 
ported. 

“Young people should 
know that both the employers 
and the labor unions are in- 
sisting on a high school or 
equivalent education for en- 
trance into apprenticeship. 
This should serve as a strong 
inducement for the young 
person who thinks that most 
any kind of job is preferable 
to school.” 


NLRB Urges 
Contract Be_ 
Set Aside 


New York — Operating Engi- 
neers Local 138 is employer-domi- 
nated and its blanket contract with 
28 major Long Island contracting 
firms should be set aside, a Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board trial 
examiner recommended. 

The examiner said employers and 
supervisors are members of the 
local, attend meetings and serve as 
members of its executive board 
and of negotiating committees—in 
effect, bargaining with themselves. 

According to the report, one 
supervisory employe who served 
as a bargaining committee mem- 
ber earned $11,700 a year in union 
wages and was paid bonuses of 


$5,000 by his employer. 


A reform group within the local 
has been atfempting for some time 
to challenge the administration 
headed by Pres. William DeKoning, 
Jr., who succeeded to the office 
when his father, William DeKon- 
ing, Sr., was convicted of extortion 
and sentenced to prison. 

In addition to disestablishment 
of the local as bargaining agent— 
which would mean its virtual end 
if the NLRB itself carries through 
—the recommendation also pro- 
posed that employers be ordered to 
stop their practice of requiring un- 
ion clearance of workers who apply 
for jobs. 


Ethics Group 
Sets Hearings 


|For 3 Unions 


The Ethical Practices Commit- 
tee has set Oct 2-4 for hearings 
requested by three unions accused 
of possible violation of the AFL- 
CIO’s ban on corruption in the 
labor movement. 

The three unions are: the Dis- 
tillery, Rectifying & Wine Workers 
Intl. Union; the Laundry Workers 
Intl. Union and the Allied Indus- 
trial Workers. 

The committee, after the hear 
ings, will formulate its recommen- 
datiOns*and submit them at some 
later date to the Executive Council 
for possible action. 

Must Show Cause 

The hearings were set by Chair- 
man Al Hayes of the Ethical Prac- 
tices Committee. They will be 
held at the AFL-CIO building. 
AFL-CIO Special Counsel Arthur 
J. Goldberg will handle the cases 
before ‘the committee. 

The complaints against the un- 
ions were made by the Executive 
Council in late August. 


In the case of the Distillery un- 
ion, the Council ratified a recom- | 
mendation of the Ethical Practices 
Committee that the group “show 
cause” why it should not be sus- 
pended. 

Kk said that testimony before 
Sen. Paul Douglas’ (D. Til.) Senate 
Subcommittee offered strong evi- 
dence that the union may be 
“dominated, controlled or substan- 
tially influenced” by corrupt ele- 
ments, 

Probe Ordered 

The Council ordered the Ethical 
Practices Committee to conduct in- 
vestigations; including hearings if 
requested, in the cases of the Laun- 


dry and Allied Industrial Workers 
unions, 


Members of the Ethical Practices 
Committee, in addition to Hayes, 
are Pres. Joseph Curran of the 
Natl. Maritime Union; Pres. David 
Dubinsky of the Ladies Garment 
Workers; Pres. George Harrison of 
the Railway Clerks; and Pres. 


Jacob S. Potofsky of the Amal 


gamated Clothing Workers. 
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, Just a Dime .. ey 


foe SECRETARY of Labor, Jamies Mitchell, told a meeting at 
the Natl. Press Club in Washington—according to newspaper 
dispatches—that “what you’ve got in the current A campaign 
on the labor side is a little matter of coats.” 


Just. 10 cents . . . just a dime. 


Obviously, a dime doesn’t mean much to the Republican Party’ Ss 
millionaires ‘and the high-paid corporation executives who beat 
the Eisenhower-Nixon drums. i 


- But to millions of American wage earners, a dime—a dime an 
hour—means milk for the kids, or medicine, or shoes. 


The Cadillac cabinet wouldn’t know much about that. _ 


- The dime: to which Sec. Mitchell referred, of course, was the 
difference. between the Administration’s proposal for a 90-cent-an- 
hour minimum wage, and the $1 an hour level on which labor 
insisted, and which the Congress finally passed over “Republican 
opposition, 


The- Eiserihower Administration fought that extra dime, and 
cried that in the hands of the lowest paid workers the dime would 
spell inflation—and offered arguments in,other forms of economic 
nonsense, 

-Now that the $1 minimum wage is on the statute books, the 
Eisenhower Administration is trying to take the credit. 

When they were fighting the extra dime increase, that dime was 
mighty important to the Republicans. 

Now that it has been approved, the dime is in Sec. Mitchell’s 
words “just a little matter of 10 cents.” 


A pretty big matter, that dime, Mr. Secretary, for a lot of workers 
».. and they won’t forget the record! 


~ 


’ 


| The Tears cm : Washington 


| prcsastchanas from the Washington Post & Times Herald about 
the visit of a group of wives of hard-hit potato farmers to Sec. 
Benson’s Dept. of Agriculture: 


“, .. Two hours later they emerged, several ice into tears. 
“*We were too proud to cry in there,’ one explained.” 


Register and Vote! 


HOUGHTS for the week: 
Are you registered to vote? Are the eligible members of your 
family registered?’ Are your friends in the neighborhood and in 
the shop registered? 


If you don’t register, you can’t vote. 


-If you can’t vote, or don’t vote, you can’t complain about the 
election results—or about what your government does in the next 
two or four years. 


~ So register now, while you have the chance! 
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‘AFL-CIO news 


Death of a Dialectic: 


The Communist Party has dis- 
covered that it’s up the creek 
without a dialectic. 

It’s taken a decade for the 
U.S. Communists to discover their 
predicament. But prodded by 


_|developments in the Kremlin, the 


party is preparing to admit that 
its reading of economic, political 
and social trends in America for 
the last 10 years has been all wet 
and all wrong. 

So, when the party holds its con- 
vention in New York next Feb- 
ruary, it will ponder a “Draft of 
Political Resolution” that spells out 


~|how an organization based on a 


claimed “scientific” method can 
drown in its own dialectic. 
Mournful Review 
The party’s misreading of devel- 
opments in the American labor 
movement, and its explanation in 
the draft resolution of how it man- 
aged to lose many. of the finger- 
holds it had on a handful of unions, 
sets the tone for the mournful re- 
view. 
The ‘over-all sin of which the 
party was guilty for the past 10 


S wih. you ‘d- re maligning 


Unions in ei know | we 
can't affor steak so often!” 


By Saul Miller 
years, according to the party itself, 
was “left sectarianism.” Applied to 
the labor movement it goes like 
this: 

“We did not view the labor 
movement realistically in the light 
of its actual level of develop- 
ment. Rather, our point of de- 
‘parture was our own concept of 
what the labor movement should 
be. We therefore projected 
standards of achievement for 
Communists and progressives in 
the labor movement as well as 
for the labor movement as a 
whole, based on our estimate of 
what was urgently needed rather 
than on what was possible under 
existing conditions. 

“This led to cumulative strains 
in the relations between the party 
and the most friendly sections of 
the labor movement. It was in 
great part responsible for isolating 
us from the membership of the 
unions.” 

The resolution blithely skips the 
more important chapters, especially 
the trade unions’ thorough house- 
cleaning of Communists masquerad- 
ing as trade unionists. 

*Factional’ Sins 

The party’s “factional” sins were 
demonstrated, it says, not only in 
failing to preyent a rupture with 
some “progressive” unions, “but 
also in the development of a policy 
of waging the sharpest struggle 
against those we characterized’ as 


the ‘center forces’ in the CIO and | 


as ‘Social Democrats.’ ” 

Apart from the so-called “prog- 
ressive” unions, the party says it 
suffered even more in thé “con- 
servative”’ unions where “Com- 
munists and progressives were often 
faced with the alternative of either 
pursuing policies which led to their 
isolation, to loss of positions of 
leadership and often to loss of jobs 
in the shop as well; or taking a 
more flexible position and being 
branded as ,opportunists by the 
party.” 


U. S. Communists Trading In 


Crystal Ball for New °57 Model 


i 


These mistakes, says the draft, 

“are in large part responsible for 

' our failure.to build the strength 

of the left in the AFL and the 

conservative-led unions of the 
cio.” 


Having thus determined why 
they have failed to achieve their 
objectives of taking over the labor 
movement, the Communists are now 
ready to make a new bid to move 
in and take over.’ 


How? By “political discussion, 
persuasion and example.” Here's 
what the labor movement can look 
for in the way of a new “dialectic” 
from the Communists: 

“The Communist Party recog- 
nizes and respects the complete po- 
litical and organizational independ- 
ence of the trade unions and other 
organizations of the working class 
and people. It rejects any policy 
of interference in their internal af- 
fairs. It repudiates any allegation 
that it seeks to capture or control 
these organizations or to ‘bore from 
within.’ ” 

‘That’s the new dialectic, the new 
“line.” But if it works like -the 
old line, there won’t be any Com- 
munists left around in five or 10 
years to “analyze” what went wrong 
with the line this time. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, BD. C. 
Saturday, September 29, 1956 \ Page Seven 


WHAT HAPPENS when a labor-supported presidential candidate visits a union headquarters was 
illustrated when Adlai Stevenson called on the Intl. Union of Electrical Workers in Washington. He 
ames B. Carey (right) and a welcoming committee of staff members. 


was greeted by IUE Pres. J 


AUTOGRAPH SESSION found Democratic standard-bearer signing copies of his CAMPAIGNS AND PRESIDENTS of the past were recalled when Stevenson and 
Major Campaign Speeches as Les Finnegan (left), aide to Carey, hands them to him, UE Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett (right) paused to pay tribute to the late Pres. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, whose portrait is on permanent display in the lobby of the building. 


A big Stevenson-Kefauver sign adorns the front of the headquarters building. 


ey CAMPAIGN SIGNS formed a background for Stevenson as ‘he made a short address to the IUE 


WHAT EVERY GOLFER NEEDS: Shown with Stevenson, Car ) 
and seed are Minnie Zoller, secretary-treasurer of CIO Auxiliaries, officials and staff members and their guests. Carey used the occasion to urge IUE members to join 
the Dollars for Democrats drive and assist in soliciting funds for it. , 


and Barry Bauer, son of IUE Comptroller Richard Bauer. 
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It's.a Cinch There'll Be 
Unity in This Union 


Baltimore, Md.—Two of Maryland’s outstanding labor 
leaders became man and wife recently when Audrey Smid and 
James E. Patterson, both of Baltimore, were married in the 
Church of the Brethren, in suburban North Linthicum. 

The bride is serving her eighth term as president of Com- 
munications Workers Local 2120 and is a former president of 
the Maryland Industrial Union Council—the first woman in 
the country to fill a comparable post. The bridegroom is 
secretary-treasurer of the IUC and also vice president of Steel- 
workers Local 2609 here. Both are active in civic and polit- 
ical affairs as well as in union work. 

Mrs. Mary W. High, vice president of CWA Local 2120, | - 
was the bride’s only attendant and her husband, William High, 
was best man. The ceremony was performed by Rev. Ed- 
ward Wenger, pastor of the North Linthicum church. 


Bread and Butter Facts: 


Cof C Twists Facts 
On Fringe Benefits 


By Seymour Brandwein 
Economist, Dept. of Research 
HE U.S. Chamber of Commerce has issued another of its mis- 
leading reports on “fringe benefits.” 

The report entitled, “Fringe Benefits, 1955,” is part of the 
Chamber’s continuing efforts to lead the public to believe that 
workers are receiving far more income than their wages show. 

Indeed, the Chamber goes so far as to label its report as a survey 

of “the extra income provided employes 
by fringe benefits.” 

The report adds up what it calls em- 
ployer “fringe payments” to workers. 
These include legally-required payments 
for social security, unemployment and 
workmen’s compensation, as well as pay- 
ments for welfare benefits, vacations and 
holidays, and other items. 

The total of these “fringe payments” 
in 1955, the Chamber says, amounted to 
an average of 39.2 cents an hour or, as- 
suming that every worker is employed 
full-time throughout the year, “$819 a 
year per worker. 

The implication is that this is addi- 
tional income for the worker over and 
above his regular wages. This is non- 


sense. 


The truth is that (a) a large part of the so-called fringe benefits 
are already included as part of wages and do not mean extra income 
and (b) other benefits mean additional leisure or security, not in- 
creased hourly or annual income. 


The Chamber well knows this, as indicated in a limited way in a 
chart it has included in the réport. But the chart is buried on page 
28 of a 40-page report, and even it is set up in such a way as to help 
conceal rather than reveal the actual picture. 


The report’s figures also are based on questionable survey tech- 
niques and some of the fringe benefits expressed in money terms are 
not reliably translated into dollars and cents. (The survey asked 
employers who could not give exact data to send in their “esti- 
mates.”) : 


But even if the survey’s figures were to be accepted, the conclu- 
sion which the Chamber is trying to promote from them—that all 
fringe benefits are synonymous with additional income for workers 
—is phony. 

xk kk 


PECIFICALLY, here are some examples: 
1—The Chamber’s report says that payments of 4.2 cents an 

hour were made for “paid rest periods, lunch periods, wash-up time, 
travel time, clothes-change time, get-ready time, etc.” Payments 
of this type are already included in the usual hourly wage, however, 
and are not paid in addition to it. The worker’s hourly pay is no 
larger with a rest period than without a rest period. . 

2—Payments for vacations and holidays, which the Chamber says 
totals 10.7 cents an hour, also do not add to workers’ incomes. 
They permit desirable leisure time, but mean no more hourly or 
annual pay for the worker than if there were no paid vacations and 
holidays and he had to work such time. 

3—The story is similar for weekly sick benefits or workmen’s com- 
pensation and unemployment compensation. Such benefit payments 
protect the worker against total loss of income during a period of 
disability or unemployment, but they hardly provide additional 
income over his normal rate of pay. 
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Inflation Pushing Up Prices 


By Sidney Margolius 
MAY new price increases have been announced 
by manufacturers and retailers on top of the 
price boosts on food, shoes and other necessities that 
have already hit moderate-income families this fall 
in the 1956 inflationary upsurge. 

So far this year your dollars have lost dbout 3 
percent of their buy- 
ing power. é 

The ‘latest round 
of increases affects 


ment particularly. 


facturers have just 
raised prices of tele- 
vision sets. The 
price hikes range 
from $5 to $30 a set. 


facturers have also 
announced increases 
on washing ma- 
chines, refrigerators, 
electric ranges, freez- 
ers, mattresses, rugs and auto tires. 

Also pending are price increases on 1957 cars 
which various reports estimate will be from $40 to 
$100, and a 5 percent boost in price tags of men’s 
shirts scheduled for spring. Chief exceptions to the 
price-raising spree are textile products and lumber, 
which have held steady and even gone down a little 
in some cases. 

In food, the higher grades of meat continue expen- 
sive with poultry relatively reasonable. The long- 
promised goal of a chicken in every pot finally may 
be realized this fall, since steaks and roasts for the 
time being are beyond the means of moderate-income 
families. 

Many of the increases are attributed by manufac- 
turers to higher costs, especially of steel. The fact 
is, even the unwarranted price hike of $8.50 a ton 


Making Ends Meet: 


140 Gta 


By Nancy Pratt 


¢ HERE does the money go?” Many a house- 

wife wails at the way hard-earned dollars 
just melt away in everyday food shopping. Some 
food budgets run higher than they might because 
housewives cling to shopping habits that are not as 
economical as they could be. 

Here are some of 

the common, more 
costly habits, you 
may want to change 
if you are interested 
primarily in cutting 
food costs. 
_ Do you buy cer- 
tain fairly high- 
ly-priced foods even 
when they’re off-sea- 
son? Tomatoes, for 
example, run high 
some times of the 
year, so much so that 
it is wise to cut your 
consumption in the 
high-priced period. 

Do you neglect nutritious but low-cost foods? 
Many families somehow never get around to eating 
certain foods although they are excellent money 
values and rich in food values. 

Cabbage and carrots are two prime examples. 
Also good values are dried beans, rice, grits and other 


Detroit—If you pay more for your 1957 model 
car—and the chances are you will—don’t pay any 
attention to the manufacturers’ bawling about “in- 
creased costs of material and labor,” the Auto Work- 
ers Executive Board has warned. 

It just isn’t so, UAW officers flatly declared in a 
statement issued at the board’s behest following an- 
nouncements or reports of auto price boosts. 

“The profits of General Motors and Ford, the 
price leaders in the industry,” they said, “leave 
more than ample room to absorb the cost of steel 
price increases and wage increases combined, even 
_iif the latter were not more than offset by produc- 
tivity advances.” 

The UAW illustrated by citing GM and Ford 
profit figures for the first half of this year, a period 
notable for sizable declines in production: 3 

GM: Profits before taxes, more than $1 billion; 
profits after taxes, more than $500 million; annual 
rate of return on net worth, more than 50 percent be- 
fore taxes and 23.7 percent after taxes; profit per 
man-hour of hourly-rated workers, $2.73 before 
taxes. ~ 
Ford: Profits before taxes, $276 million; profits 


household equip- ° 


Most major manu-.. 


Several large manu- ~ 


on steel does not account for the size of the boosts 
recently or about to be made. In the case of cars, 
for example, the average car takes two tons of steel 
(some popular-price makes require less).. An in- 
crease of $17 in the cost of two tons of steel is notice- 
ably less than the contemplated boost of $40-$100 
on Cars. 

Similarly, the increase in the cost of steel for a 
washing machine comes to only $1.20, yet tags on 
some washers have just been marked up as much as 
$24. : 

Another and more certain reason for the higher 
prices is the higher cost of borrowing money. In- 
terest rates have been raised steadily in the past three 
years, both for business and family borrowing. Thus, 
you pay more in the finished price of an article be- 
cause of the increased cost of business loans, and 
you also pay a higher finance charge on installment 
purchases. : 

kkk 


WO policies will be particularly useful at this 
time to help your family defend its living stand- 
ards against the 1956 boost in prices: 
1—Time your. buying to take advantage of cut- 
price opportunities. You can save an estimated 20 
percent on regular prices of many necessities by tim- 
ing buying for seasonal sale buying opportunities and 
foods most abundant each month. r 
2—Get on a cash basis. The higher interest rates 
now in effect make it more important than ever to 


. avoid buying on installment plans, and to use your 


own savings or no-interest charge accounts, when 
feasible, or to borrow from low-cost credit unions 
and commercial banks for necessary purchases. 
Among important October sales are specials on 
women’s and children’s coats starting with the Colum- 
bus Day sales. Car dealers are also under pressure 
this month to clear remaining 1956 models. Note 
that men’s shirts will cost more next spring than they 
do now. The largest mattress manufacturer has 
raised prices of three lines of mattresses by a whop- 
ping $10, and more increases are threatened. 
(Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius) 


Where Does the Money Go? 


cereal foods which the family is likely to enjoy if 
you make a point of preparing them tastefully. 

Do you buy only in limited quantities—and pass 
up the economies of buying in bulk? Many people 
will unthinkingly buy one can or a half-pound of a 
product and lose out on the penny saving usually 
offered by a two-can or full-pound purchase. It’s 
only a cent difference, but over the year the habit of 
limiting yourself to one-can buying adds up to dif- 
ferences in dollars. : 


If you have enough storage space, look into buying 
staples by the case. You usually can negotiate a 
hefty reduction for so large a purchase. 

Do you buy snacks “now and then”? Check on 
how much your “occasional” expenditures for potato 
chips, peanuts, candy bars and soft drinks amount to 
over several weeks. You may be surprised to find 
how much of a drain they are on the family pocket- 
book, even though this spending seems only “pea- 
nuts.” y 

Do you buy the more expensive form of an item 
even though cheaper ones are readily available? 
Many people reach for the frozen beans as a matter 
of habit now, when they might well be satisfied with 
the less expensive canned product. 

Dried milk is cheaper than liquid milk, and most 
people can’t tell the difference if it’s mixed half and 
half with regular liquid milk. If your milk consump- 
tion runs to two or three quarts a day, using part 


. dried milk can make a big difference in your yearly 


milk bill. ~ 


Auto Profits Warrant Price Cut 


after taxes, $132 million; annual rate of return on net 
worth, 29.5 percent before taxes and 14.1 percent 
after taxes; profit per man-hour, $2.10. 

“With these profits,” the UAW officers observed, 
“GM could have reduced the wholesale prices of 
its cars and trucks by $100 each and still have had 
an annual rate of return of 19.4 percent on its net 
worth, 

“If Ford had reduced prices on all its cars and 
trucks by $100 during the first six months of this 
year, its annual rate of return after taxes would 
have been equivalent to 9.1 percent of worth.” 

Price increases because of higher labor costs are 
unjustified, the UAW maintained, because wide 
spread introduction of automation and other tech- 
nological changes have more than offset the cost of 
improvement factor wage raises, which amount 
less than the step-up in productivity. 

The union quoted Steel Magazine’s citing of 
timates that the cost of steel in a $2,500 auto was 
increased $14 by the price increase in that com 
modity. Last year, when it amounted to about $15, 
the UAW added, “Ford raised V-8 prices by $99 
and GM made similar increases.” 
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Soup fo Nonsense: 


Magazine Feature Section 


A-Shopping We Must Go 


By Jane Goodsell 


T least once a year every mother is faced with 
the grim fact that her child needs a new ward- 
robe. 

The blue reefer coat, that last year looked like a 
hand-me-down ffom Capt. Hornblower, has now 
assumed the proportions of a pea jacket. Other gar- 
ments, bought with 
the idea that your 
child would grow 
into them, look just 
as dinky. 

After an accusing 
glare at your child 
for having grown too 
fast, you face the 
fact that a shopping 
expedition is inevita- 
ble. 

You broach the 
plan to your child, 
trying to make it 
sound attractive by 
bearing down heavi- 
ly on the prospect of 
lunch in a restaurant. Your offspring has other ideas 
of how she’d like to spend the day, and you have to 
throw in the promise of a strawberry sundae to per- 
suade her to go along. 

The two of you set forth, you looking determinedly 
cheerful and your child looking like an orphan in 
her outgrown clothes and hangdog expression. 

It is soon obvious that you and she have very dif- 


“peaignine: will peeve you let her slip into it. She 
thinks it looks just beautiful. Your efforts to per- 
suade her to take it off only makes her clutch it more 
tightly around her. 

At last she reluctantly consents to try the tweed 
coat. The sales girl buttons her into in, making ad- 
miring remarks about the quality of the fabric. You 
agree that it looks smart and sturdy, but yotr daugh- 
ter unbuttons it with the announcement that it 
scratches. 

You explain that it couldn't t Possibly scratch, but 
this only makes her stand her ground more firmly. 
In fact, she is soon standing her ground so firmly and 
loudly that you bundle her quickly into her old coat 
and depart. 

xk 


An ER lunch, during which you achieve a sort of 
armed truce, you start out again. You visit 
three more stores, outfitting her with needed shoes 
and school dresses. You still haven’t found a coat, 
and your daughter is pulling on your hand and urg- 
ing that you go home now. 

You glance at the other mothers and children in 
the shop, all of whom look disgustingingly cheerful. 
Your child has a white line of exhaustion around her 
lips, and she is repeating in a thin singsong chant 
that she wants to go home. The cadence is broken 
now and then by a demand for a doll or a pogo stick. 

You feel rather than hear the whispered com- 
ments: “Terribly spoiled child . . . has no control over 
her . . . needs some good discipline.” 

You’re torn between a desire to spank your own 
child and to stick a pin in one of the other children 
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Hollywood Observer: _ | 
Cagney to Portray 
Life of Lon Chaney 


By James Cagney 


(Former president of Screen Actors Guild and presently mem- 
ber of its Board of Directors, pinch-hitting for Paul Patrick) 


OLLYWOOD—To an actor, characters are everything. To 

me, especially, they’ve been my stock in trade. That is why, I 
suppose, people have been so kind in remembering me for perform- 
ances that gave me credit for something not really my own, like 
George M. Cohan, in “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” and The Gimp, in 
“Tove Me Or Leave Me.” 


I found these real life charac- 
ters fascinating. Everything I 
could find about them, I studied. 
It was not so much creating char- 
acters, as it was trying my best 
to re-live them. Audiences _en- 
joyed the characters, and some of 
it rubbed off on me. That was 
; reward enough. 

Right now, I’m tackling an- 
other fantastic character, Lon 
Chaney, in “The Man of a Thou- 
sand Faces.” Chaney, as many 
of you recall, was the early film 
star, famous for his bizarre make- 
ups and startling roles. 


a ferent ideas on apparel, Whereas your tastes run to standing so patiently by their. mothers. Actually, I’ had never seen 
- good materials and standard styles, hers lean toward Instead you lean down to whisper in your child’s Chaney on the screen, knew very 
- colored underwear with lace trimming and tee shirts ear that, if she'll just try on a few more coats, you'll little about him. But a friend of 
te decorated with comic strip characters. You hastily take her right home. So you take the next coat she mine, Ralph Wheelwright, who 
y buy four white undershirts and one Capt. Midnight tries on becaues both of you are too tired to find| _ Cagney wrote the story of my most recent 
8 tee shirt, and proceed to the coat racks. : -anything wrong with it. picture, “These Wilder Years,” started to tell me about working with 
> You hold up a little box-cut tweed for your child = On the way home you think comfortably of the | Chaney in the old days at MGM. I was astonished at the behind- 
to SY 90. acicry Raper igiete it, ne — aspirin in the bathroom closet, and your daughter | the-scene story of this fabulous man. 
instead to a bright p coat wi eavy embroidery falls asleep in the car. Ch sn the fi 1 a 
d touches of black velvet. Hoelan that tar better ae aney, in the first place, was the son of deaf mutes, didn’t speak 
i . oe as Cray =P a word himself until he was ten years old. Despite all the fame that 
For Your Health's Sake: came to him, Chaney shrank from the limelight. His personal life 
was a mystery, even to studio workers. He had a secret, a “Laugh, 
Health Plan Problems Outlined “22! == <= 
it ed @ | @) ems u ine Few people, I imagine, know that Chaney, like myself, started 
By Dr. Morris Brand 2—Charter and By-Laws—Based on the laws of oe as tetany Fe ecg to = the ries who pos or 
2 en and they tell me he w , 
“a i the previous articles of this series on labor's the state, a charter and by-laws should be drawn to y as real g combining dancing with the 


motivation for moving into the health field the 
features of a good medical plan were set forth. 


These features worthy of repetition are: 


A service plan without hidden added costs, finan- 
cial deterrants or limitations, rather than an indemni- 
fication plan which 
rarely pays all hos- 
pital and doctors’ 
bills. 

A comprehensive 
plan including diag- 
nostic, curative and 
preventive services 
in the home hospital 
and doctors’ offices, 
’ Services in a group 
practice setting to as- 
sure a closer coordi- 
nation of the profes- 
sional skills and 
knowledge. 

The consumers’ 


meet the needs of the future organization. 
3—Planning the Center—The size of the center's 
facilities depends.upon the scope of services, the 
number of members, the age, sex and mores of the 
union membership, the members’ work hours, sick 


leave policy in the industry, days off duty during the]. 


week, the center’s accessibility and finally the pos- 
sibility of including the workers’ dependents and 
other unions. 

4—Scope of Services—Whether the services should 
be limited to diagnostic services or should include 
all general and specialist sérvices plus diagnostic pro- 
cedures and therapy and whether it should be pro- 
vided in the homes and hospital, as well as the cen- 
ter, depends on the fund’s income and the percent- 
age of that income allocated for reserves, for depre- 


ciation, for future capital investment and for the op-|. 


erating budget. 

- 5—The Medical Consultant—A medical consult- 
ant with experience in the operation of medical serv- 
ice centers should be appointed by the union to as- 
sist in the planning of the facility and the program. 


pantomime he was so expert in, through habitual use of the deaf- 
mute sign language. Chaney also was an artist, and his gift with 
paint and brush developed into his creative genius for startling 
make-ups. 

We’re making the Chaney picture at Universal-International and 
it was in a projection room there that I caught my first glimpse of 
the man I am to portray. We ran picture after picture, films like 
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” “Phantom of the Opera,” but 
I still never really saw Chaney, not Chaney the man. Only in his 
first—and last—talking picture, “The Unholy Three,” when I could 
hear his voice, see his face without bizarre make-up, did I feel I had 
actually seen him as he was. 

Strangely enough, some of the “Hunchback” and “Phantom” sets 
are still standing on the Universal-International backlot and Pro- 
ducer Robert Arthur plans to use them when we re-create the mak- 
ing of some of the scenes from those Chaney hits. 

But powerful as the story is itself, my main absorption is with 
the character of Chaney himself. He was a man of many contradic- 
tions, of fierce loves and hates, a man who became one of the fa- 
mous men of his day, yet who always remained a vaudeville hoofer 


ost soi paso 6—A Medical Advisory Committee—A medical | at heart. 
nd fessional policies. ee ee ae yc commen oe heap seetc dng nly In a way, the film will be a cavalcade of Hollywood, how it grew, - 
~~ Assuming that a union or health and welfare fund cians who are interested in the success of this type Ay ued 9 — pg gel play Chaney was certainly one 
rly wishes to embark on a medical program it must con- of program and particularly in the quality of services . J 
sider the following problems and responsibilities. rendered. 
1—Legal Advice — Counsel should determine 7—The Medical Administrator—A medical ad- 
whether the state laws permit the establishment ofa ministrator with experience in group practice or a 
t non-profit organization to provide medical care. Ex- medical service program should be appointed by the 
| isting legislation may have to be amended or special board of directors and be responsible to them and to 
bills presented for legislative approval before any the professional advisory committee for the center’s 
= action can be taken by the union. operations. 
* Runaway Husbands 
ad Face Global Bars 
we Geneva—Fifteen countries 
have signed a treaty aimed 
ad at helping the law catch up 
us with errant husbands and 
uld fathers who stray to other 
countries to avoid contribut- 
a” ing to the upkeep of spouses 
ed -and children, the Intl. Labor 
oh Organization has announced. 
ie The convention will end 
‘? the imimunity enjoyed by de- 
é . serting males when it has 
we WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL a at Saranac Lake, N. Y., yr ratified eek — 
om is inspected by Stage Employes’ Pres. Richard F. Walsh (center), ne three peeprcers ni 
$15, who is also vice president of this hospital of the amusement industry, is Pe aaa Sgt a8) 
$99 with Sec. Jackie Bright of the Variety Artists (left) and Sec. Harold until the end of the year. 
Hoffman of the Screen Actors Guild. 
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Adlai Says: 


GOP Balked Efforts — 
To Push Back Poverty 


( The following is excerpted from a speech by Democratic presi- 
dential candidate Adlai Stevenson in a speech at Tulsa, Okla.) 


The Republican ‘candidate for the vice-presidency speaking in 
Colorado, said among other things, that under Republican leader- 
ship “we can look forward to a future in which poverty will be a 
forgotten word in the United States.” : 

It seemed to me I had heard these words before—and from a 
similar source. So I did some checking. And I found what I was 
looking for, 


Listen to this: 


Echo of Hoover se 
“We are nearer today to the abolition of poverty from the lives 
of men and women than ever before in any land.” 


That was Herbert anoerer candidate for Président on Oct. 22, 
1928. 


And ina later speech Mr. Hoover said again that “given a chance 


to go forward with [Republican] policies we shall soon be in sight 
of the day when poverty will be banished from this nation.” 


Now I don’t mean for a minute to discourage Mr. Nixon from 
his conversion to the ideal of abolishing poverty. And what Mr. 
Hoover said 28 years ago is in itself a matter of little or no con- 
cern today. 

But one of the central issues in this year’s election is which 
party means what it says and which party is only talking. We are — 
entitled to know, as best we can, which party means to back up 
what it says with action and which party doesn’t. 

And I say that the record of the 28 years between Mr. Hoover's 
declaration of war on poverty and Mr. Nixon’s hollow echo is a 
record of consistent Republican opposition to every Democratic 
effort to end poverty in America. 

Let’s skip the fact that 12 months after Mr. Hoover uttered his 
ringing call to end poverty this country under his Administration 
plunged into a depression that put over 10, 000, 000 men out of 
work. 

Pushed Back Poverty 

Let’s look only at the history of these 28 years which comes right 
down to date. Let’s see who fights poverty in America and who 
talks about it in election years: 

A Democratic Administration pushed back poverty in 1933 and 
1934 with a farm-aid program. The Republicans opposed it. And 
they have opposed farm legislation in 1953 and 1954 and 1955— 
and come along now reluctantly only in an election year. 

A Democratic Administration pushed back poverty in 1935 
with a social security program. The Republicans called it a “cruel 
hoax,” charged that every American was going to be dog-tagged 
with what they called a “New Deal number” and opposed the pro- 
gram to the bitter end. 


And this year in Congress the Republicans were still opposing |; 
it, for they voted even against reducing the eligibility age for women |; 


and granting benefits to those totally and permanently disabled. 

A Democratic Administration pushed back poverty in 1938 with 
a minimum wage law. The Republicans opposed it—and last year 
the Eisenhower Administration was still opposing any reasonable 
increase to reflect the general price increase. 


Great Opposers ® 

A Democratic Administration pushed back poverty by establish- 
ing collective bargaining as the law of the land 20 years ago. The 
Republicans opposed it—and they still oppose eliminating the 
inequities in our labor laws. 

A Democratic Administration pushed back poverty in the Ten- 
nessee Valley 20 years ago. The Republicans opposed that action. 
And still the Republican President of today has called TVA 
{Tennessee Valley Authority] “creeping socialism,” and ordered the 
government to enter into the Dixon-Yates contract. 

I could go back to the 8-hour day and the child labor laws of 
Woodrow Wilson’s time and thence forward to Democratic pro- 
posals for aid to education, which is the greatest enemy of poverty, 
and point to Republican i nly and hesitation every step of 
the way. 

If the Republicans want anybody in this country to believe their 
election year talk about a war on poverty, let them say what they 
have done in the past 28 years about poverty—except to oppose 
Democratic action against the forces of poverty. 

These are the national leaders who talk between elections about 
kennel dogs: and about the right of the unemployed to suffer being 
one .of the joys of a free economy. 

These are the politicians who boast of prosperity today although 
they know that the families of 30,000,000 Americans have annual 
incomes of less than $2,000 a year. 

Well, they can’t have it both ways. When they brag of our pros- 
perity in one speech and declare war on poverty in the next one 
they do a grave injustice to the intelligence of the American people. 

I believe with all my heart that we can abolish poverty. It is at 
least a goal worthy of our ideals as Americans. And I accepted the 
Democratic nomination in Chicago in terms of a pledge to put my 


— effort to this end. 


Morgan Says: . 


Democrats Confident—GOP Ji ittery 


(This column is excerpted from the_ nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P; Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan 
over the ABC network Monday en tamse.s at 
7 p. m., EDT.) 


HE over-riding impression of my Middle aan 

trip is .one.of growing Democgatic confidence 
and growing Republican concern based on the per- 
sistent but not easily measurable fact that many 
voters who voted for General Eisenhower in 1952 
are switching today. For everyone that stays switched 
it is double damage to the 
administration because it 
means not only oné vote 
less. for the Republicans 
but’ one vote more for the 
Democrats. 

The main momentum 
for this swing -comes, of 
“course, from the farmer 
but he is not the only 
factor in the picture., Alert 
and articulate Republican 
sourcesin Chicago are 
. alarmed by the vigor with 
which Democrats have tackled the job of getting 
voters registered in Chicago’s traditionally Repub- 
lican suburbs. 

Registration is breaking records in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul but no partisan declaration is neces- 
sary so both Republicans and Democrats may be 
gaining. As a matter of fact, Republicans were 
hunting for yolunteer workers around St. Paul 
before the Maine elections; now they have plenty 
of volunteers. And Minnesota Democrats are still 
handicapped by the party breach caused by the 
Stevenson-Kefauver primary scrap, a breach which 
has healed on the surface only. 


Vandercook Says: 


Morgan 


Incidentally, apart from work by strictly - party 
machinery, drives by the League of Women Voters. 
and trade unions are being credited for the climb. 
in registration in both Illinois and Minnesota. 

The crowd turnouts for President Eisenhower 
in Iowa were some of the largest this reporter 
has ever seen in a campaign. One surmises that 
Iowans were impelled by a genuine affection for 
both the Eisenhowers (the first lady is a native 


_ daughter), by a desire to see for themselves how 


the President looked and (for many) a desire to 
demonstrate. their support, not to mention the ever- 
present curiosity to glimpse a President of «the 
United States. — 

Adlai Stevenson has yet~to capture the imagi- 
nation of the midwest. Many farmers with Demo- 
cratic leanings would feel more comfortable with 
Kefauver as the top ‘candidate. And. yet in his 
major speech at the plowing contest Stevenson not 
only held the attention of, but .generated rich en- 
thusiasm in a farm gathering notable for its taciturn 
reaction to political speakers. _ 

Perhaps he did this not so much by promising a 
better farm program but by giving his listeners 
a feeling of idéntity—of being somebody that some- 
body else was really thinking about. The President 
spoke of the plow as a symbol of peace but Steven- 
son spoke less of symbols than of people and the 
need for city folks to understand the problems of 
their country cousins. - 

Maybe that wasn’t the prime point. Whatever 
it was, such independent and responsible organs as 
the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, the 
Des Moines Register-Tribune and Wallace’s Farmer 
concur that the Eisenhower regime is losing strength 
in the midwest. It -will have to lose a lot before the 
President himself is in jeopardy but already’ his 
coattails may be out of reach of many epee si 
running for Congress. 


Arkansans Applaud Adlai’ s Stand 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of John W. Vandercook, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Vandercook 
over the ABC network Monday through hind at 
10 ‘P. m., EDT.) 


LOT of people were chisssidls surprised when 
a crowd which turned out to hear Adlai Steven- 
son in Little Rock, Ark., applauded and even cheered 
a statement by the Democratic nominee in support 
of the Supreme Court’s decision on desegregation. 
. When he said that once the Supreme Court has 
decided this controversial 
question” we accept that 
decision as law-abiding 
citizens, the crowd ap- 
plauded without .a single 
dissenting vote... . 
In his speech in Peoria, 


President Eisenhower as- 
sured his dudience that 
“the long decline in farm 
prices has stopped:” The 
President’s statement over- 
looked the fact that the 
decline in farm prices has not stopped—that, indeed, 
the latest figures issued by. his own Administration 
indicate that ‘they have lately slumped even -further. 


Vandercook 


The Republican candidate for a second term — 


promised that the government would use to its “full 
potential” what was originally the Democrat’s scheme 
for a soil bank program which the President said, 
“this year would put $260 million into the pockets 
of half a million U. S. farmers.” 


As We See It: 


Til., on the farm problem, 


RESIDENT EISENHOWER, in his first nation- 

. ally-broadcast major campaign speech, spoke at 
length of peace. Somewhat in the words of a man 
who has settled aicivil war that no one else has heard 
of, Eisenhower said “we have been building the 
strength of peace at home.” It later appeared that 
the GOP candidate was referring to his party’s claim 
of having brought about-a new era of industrial 


‘peace, and of peacetime conditions .in American 


agriculture. 


Defending his Administration’s . foreign policies 
and evidently forgetting the swallowing up by the 
Communists of half of Indo-China, the President 
flatly asserted “we have seen an end to the old pat- 
tern of tragedy. Not a single nation has been sur- 
rendered to aggression.” 


Pres, Eisenhower also made the curious and in- 


_ accurate claim that “we have embraced in this de- 


fense . . . lands . . . such as Formosa, previously 


written off as beyond the practical reach of our con- 


cern.” 
kok ok 


S THE Republican campaign gets underway, 
observers note it is increasingly taking the form 
of.a sustained -answer to Democratic criticisms. 


That somewhat negative “we-aren’t-either”"—cam- 
paign strategy has now resulted in the calling of a 
conference of the outside consultants of the gov- 
ernment’s Small Business Administration—who will 
try to deal with the Democrats’ charge/that small 
businessmen are suffering, especially from lack of 
bank loans. 


School Aid Key Congress Issue 


capers aid for school. construction is one of 
the most important issues in the campaign for 
Congress, according to Sen. Richard Neuberger (D- 
Ore.) and Rep. Lee Metcalf (D-Mont.). 

“The school situation is-our most serious domestic 
crisis,” said Metcalf, heard on As We See It, pre- 
sented on the American Broadcasting Co. radiq net= 
work by the AFL-CIO. 

“Three hundred thousand classrooms are needed. 
Children are going to school in double shifts, in base- 
ments, in auditoriums. And the “need is growing 
every moment,” said the Montana representative. 

“Since we began to talk on this program, 30 more 
children were born. That means another classroom 
needed.” : 

Neuberger blamed the defeat of the issue in the 
last Congress on “callous political disregard” of the 
needs of our children. He recalled the. introduction 
and passage of the. Powell Amendment, denying 


school aid funds to schools i in any state where segre- 
gation continues. 

“Such an amendment was unnecessary because of 
the Supreme Court decision on integration,” he said. 
“Why didn’t these same persons who supported the 
Powell Amendment to the school also demand denial 
of federal funds to non-integrated hospitals and for - 
roads over which Jim Crow buses travel? The school 
children were made the goats of those who didn’t 
want federal aid for schools.” 


Both Neuberger and Metcalf pointed out that the 
97 Republican members of the House, who voted for 
the Powell Amendment, then voted against the fed- 


- eral aid bill “with the Powell amendment in it.” 


“At the same time,” said Neuberger, “te — 
hower ‘Administration sat on its hands.” 

What needs to be done, Metcalf declared, is 4 
the voters to see that- men are elected to the Con- 


gress this fall who arg committed to federal aid for 
school construction. 
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Steelworkers Convention 
Approves Dues Increase - 


Los Angeles—A dues increase from $3 to $5 a month was approved by the United Steelworkers 
convention. — 

The constitutional change followed some spirited debate among the some 2,800 delegates at the un- 
ion’s 20th anniversary convention. When a request for a rolicall vote was made, however, it rallied 
far fewer than the 800 supporters necessary. 

The discussion followed a de-® 


tailed report by Sec.-Treas. I. W. 
Abel, who showed that while the 
steel union’s assets have increased, 
they are still less than considered 
advisable for the union, which ne- 
gotiates with some of the country’s 
most prosperous Co: tions. 
Salaries Boosted 

Earlier, the convention had ap- 
proved another constitutional 
change which lifted the salary of 
Pres. David J.° McDonald from 
$40,000 to $50,000 a year. Abel 
and Vice-Pres. Howard Hague 
were raised from $25,000 to $35,- 
000, while the union’s district di- 
rectors were given increases from 
$12,000 to $16,000. 

In a formal letter, the union’s 

_ three national officers had opposed 
the increases for themselves, but 
the constitution committee felt the 
issue should come before the dele- 
gates on the basis that lower-rank 
officials needed the raise. 

A move to eliminate the office of 
the union’s Canadian national di- 
rector was strongly rejected by the 
delegates. The post was one held 
for many years by Charles Millard, 
who was recently named director of 
organization for the Intl. Confed- 
eration of Free Trade Unions. 

The steel union, in its foreign 
policy statement, called for con- 
tinuing economic aid to the less 

areas of the world, crit- 
icized both international commu- 


nism and colonialism, and offered 
full support for the ICFTU, the 
ICFTU’s western hemisphere or- 
ganization ORIT, and the Intl. 
Metalworkers Federation. 


Praise from Abroad 

Greetings to the Steelworkers 
came from unions in the east and 
west. 

Larry Shorts, head of the Aus- 
tralian Steelworkers Union, praised 
the work of the union. He said 
that after a tour of a West Coast 
steel plant, two things were ob- 


Tobacco Workers 
Win Back Wages 


Over $100,000 in back 
wages will be paid to about 
5,000 workers in Connecti- 
eut Valley tobacco bulking 
warehouses which had 
claimed they were exempt 
from minimum wage and 
overtime regulations. 

The Labor Dept. brought 
seit against one of the 
largest firms in the valley, 
where fine cigar wrapper- 
leaf tobacco is grown. 

A decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld the 
department’s position and 
payment under the wage- 
hour law was ees. 


Police Help Runaway Shop 


Make a ‘Clean’ Getaway — 


f Jesscy City, N. J.—Police, mounted and on foot, helped a run- 


Herzog & Kramer Co., from mov- 
were made for several weeks by 
CWA Local 475, an affiliate of 
and Leisurewear Joint 
At first, the concern, mak- 
ee Robes, contended 
had only a minority interest 
in the Mississippi plant but it later 
the employers here were 

the chief-officers there. 
Almost a month after the work- 
ers, almost all of whom are women, 


the employers with drive-it-your- 
self trucks. Mounted police and 
city detectives cleared a lane for 


away shop get out of town to establish a new plant in Meridian, 
Miss., and destroy the jobs of approximately 100 Clothing Workers. 


Efforts to dissuade the firm, the’ 


the trucks emptying the building. 

Union truck drivers refused to 
cross the ACWA picket lines and 
management secured an injunction 
from Superior Court Judge Thomas 
J. Stanton banning interference 
with the trucks being loaded by the 
employers. 

Telegrams of protest were sent 
by Local 475 to Jersey City Mayor 
Bernard Berry, Gov. Robert B. 
Meyner and others protesting the 
use of undue force against the 
women strikers. 

Meanwhile, efforts to organize 
the Mississippi plant will be inten- 
sified by the union. 


| vious: (1) union steelworkérs aren’t 


afraid of the company boss; (2) un- 
ion steelworkers “don’t have to 
work their guts out” to earn fair 
wages, as “anti-American Commu- 
nist lies have insisted throughout 
the world.” 

Moshe Bar-Tal of Histadrut, the 
Israeli Labor Federation, praised 
support given by the steel union to 
Israel since it won its fight for in- 
dependence eight years ago. He 
issued a standing invitation to Mc- 
Donald to visit Israel “this year or- 
next” as a guest of the Israeli 
unions. ‘ 


Tobacco Union 


Bids Members 
Register--Vote 


Rochester, N. Y.—The 35,000 
members of the Tobacco Workers 
were urged to register and ‘vote in 
the coming presidential election by 
the 200 delegates to the union’s 
11th annual convention here. 

The resolution, endorsing the po- 
litical action stand of the AFL- 
CIO, was one of 59 dealing with a 
wide range of industry and national 
problems during a week of discus- 
sions. 4 
Officers Reelected 

The union renewed its call for 
repeal of Taft-Hartley Act, ap- 
proved statehood for Alaska and 
Hawaii, endorsed the 30-hour week 
and called for higher standards of 
industrial and highway safety. 

Pres. John O’Hare and Sec.- 
Treas. Robert J. Petree were re- 
elected, as were nine vice presi- 
dents. A tenth vice presidency was 
created, and to fill the post the dele- 
gates chose Pres. Homer Cole of 
Local 16, Louisville, Ky. 

Speakers included Mayor Peter 
Barry of Rochester; Assistant Dir. 
William McSorley, Jr., of the AFL- 
ClOommittee on Political Educa- 
tion; Executive Sec.-Treas. Harry 
O'Reilly of the AFL-CIO Maritime 
Trades Dept.; Pres. James L. Burke 


of the Rochester CentralLabor Un- |- 


ion; Ralph Wright, labor counselor 
at the Intl. Labor Organization’s 
Washington office; Dr. Ralph E. 
Kharas of the New York State 
Board of Mediation, and Guy M. 
Desaulniers of Montreal. 


Union-Made Brands 
Among the union-made brands 


4| of cigarettes turned out by TWIU 


members are Chesterfield, Kent, 
L & M, Lucky Strike, Marlboro, 


|| Old Gold, Pall Mall, Philip Morris, 
Bl Raleigh and Viceroy. All major 


manufacturers aré organized with 
the exception of the R. J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co., which makes Camels, 
Winstons and Cavaliers. 


Antonini Leads Group 
On Tour of Italy 


New York—Fifty-nine members 
of locals affiliated with the Italian- 
American Labor Council have left 
by chartered plane on a month-long 
good will tour of Italy led by Vice 
Pres. Luigi Antonini of the Ladies 
Garment Workers and Vanni B. 
Montana, editor of the uwunion’s 
Italian publication, Giustizia. 


MOUNTED POLICE ind foot patrolmen helped a bathrobe man- 

ufacturer run away from his Jersey City location and 14 years under 
_ contract with Clothing Workers Local 475. Approximately 100 

workers, most of them women, lost their employment through the 

move by the concern to Meridian, Miss. When union drivers re- 
fused to cross the picket lines the employers hired sancteaees 
trucks to carry out the movin$ operation. 


The trip is sponsored by the Edu- 
cational Committee of the Italian- 
American Labor Council, of which 
Antonini is president. Antonini 
will leave the group for a week to 
fly to Israel to attend the dedica- 
tion of a stadium named in his 
honor. 


ONE OF THE HIGHSPOTS of 


international convention of the Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Work- 
ers. union in Milwaukee.was an “exchange” between Pres. John P. 
Burke and Milwaukee Braves star outfielder Billy Bruton. The 
union presented Bruton with a gold membership card. Bruton is a 
member of Local 520, Wilmington, Del. 
Burke a baseball glove autographed by big league stars. Mil-. 


waukee’s Mayor Frank P. Zeidler 


to both men after his address to the 1,000 delegates in attendance 


at the convention. 


Pulp Workers Vow 
Strong Political Stand 


_ Milwaukee, Wis.—Vigorous political action was the principal 
theme of the 24th convention of the Intl. Brotherhood of Pulp, 
Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers Union here with nearly 1,000 
delegates participating in the ses-®— 


sions marking the 50th anniversary 
of the union. 

Principal speaker at the parley 
was James L. McDevitt, co-director 
of COPE, who was enthusiastically 
cheered during his hard-hitting ad- 
dress emphasizing the tremendous 
need for more ‘effective mits 
action by labor. | 


Vote on Records 

McDevitt urged delegates to fol- 
low the philosophy of Samuel 
Gompers in “rewarding your 
friends and defeating your ene- 
mies.” He asked his listeners to 
study the records of all candidates 
running for office with particular 
emphasis on how votes- were cast 
on legislation of vital interest to the 
worker and his family. 

“When you vote,” McDevitt 
said, “forget party labels and 
vote on the record.” The COPE 
official pointed to the “right-to- 
work” laws now in existence as 
examples of what voter indiffer- 
-ence and apathy begets. | 


He also lasheg out at the Wiscon- |, 


sin Catlin Act (which prevents un- 
ions from aiding their candidates 
financially) as one of the most no- 
toriously anti-labor statutes in the 
country today. He warned that 
similar legislation was in the offing 
unless workers and their families 
“wake up and vote.” 

The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil endorsement of Adlai Stevenson 
and Estes Kefauver, he said, “does 
not mean an endorsement of the 
Democratic party. We will be sup- 
porting some Republicans for the 
U.S. Senate and House.” 

Presidential endorsements were 
necessary, said McDevitt, because 
Eisenhower and Nixon “will «be 


making speechés trying to defeat | 


every liberal member of Congress 
who is up for re-election.” 


Act on Unity 

On the merger front, the conven- 
tion is expected to approve a resolu- 
tion backed by the Executive Board 
which will establish a permanent 
committee of three Executive Board 
members to be known as the “unity 
committee” and which will be au- 
thorized to meet with similar 
groups representing other unions in 
the paper industry. The committee 
will report to the Executive Board. 

No actual merger may actually 
be consummated, however, without 


the opening session of the 24th 


The fleet outfielder gave 


(center) added his congratulations 


approval of a constitutional conven- 
tion. 
In the board’s report to the 
convention, considerable atten- 
tion was given to political educa- 
tion with the following recom- 
mendation emphasized: “We call 
on” each and every delegate to 
. this convention to go back to 
_ your local unions and your local 
communities and arouse the 
members of your local unions to 
the urgent need for funds to 
elect to office men who will give 
more than lip service to labor.” _ 
The board also urged every 
member to contribute $1 to COPE. 
Other convention action was ex- 
pected to center on resolutions im- 
proving old age security for staff 
members, a raise in per capita to 
$1.50 a month and increases in offi- 
cers’ and representatives’ salaries. 
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UNION MAID contest winners are these four lovelies selected at the picnic sponsored by United 


Corporate Profits 
Continue to Soar 


Profits and dividends are 

tec 30 fal lpn oc 
who own it. 

egy nicély, in fact. Cor- 
porate profits in the first half 
of 1956 were up 8 percent 
over the comparable 1955 pe- 
riod despite a drop in the 
auto industry’s take, and were 
34 percent more than in the 
first half of 1954, 

In dollars, profits were 
$43.6 billion before taxes this 
year, $40.4 billion in first-half 
1955 against $32.4 in the first 
six months of 1954. After 
taxes, they were $21.6 billion 
in the first six months of 
1956, compared to $20 bil- 
lion for the 1955 period and 
$16.1_billion in 1954. 

Cash dividends paid by 
corporations which issue pub- 
lic reports are running about 
15 percent higher than last 
year, according to a Dept. of 
Commerce réport. In Aw 
gust payments amounted to 
$293 million, or nearly $30 
million more than in August 
1955. 


Auto Workers 
Flay GOP on 
Jobless Pay 


(| Lansing, Mich.—The Republican 
=| Party cannot escape the full respon- 
sibility for the failure of the Michi- 
gan Legislature to take steps to 
relieve the suffering of 273,000 
laid-off Auto Workers, the UAW 
said. 

The legislature refused last week 


- 


Textile Workers Locals 251, Cooleemee, N. C., and 440, Salisbury, N.C. From left, Zelda Wood- | for the fifth time to extend unem- 
ward, Claudia Adams, Local 251 Business Agent Harold Foster, Peggy Hanes, first prize winner and ployment compensation duration or 


Dianne Daniels. 


to increase inadequate benefits as 


Mitchell’s Jobs F Sane 
Unmasked by Butler 


(Continued from Page 1) 
months of the last Democratic Ad- 
ministration. 

“This would not be of major im- 
portance,” it adds, “were it not for 
the fact that $5.58, or 43 percent 
of the $13 increase of which Mr. 
Mitchell boasts, took place during 
those last six Democratic months. 

“The fact is that factory wages 
went up $16.71 during the last 
three and a half Democratic years, 
compared with an increase of only 
$7.26 during the first three and a 
half Republican years.” ‘ 


Juggles Facts 
Mitchell also claimed that aver- 
age take-home pay has increased 
$8.50 in the past four years. 
“Again,” the fact sheet notes, 
“Mr. Mitchell is trying to claim 
credit for the last six Democratic 
months, during which $3.92 or 46 
percent of the increase occurred.” 
Another Mitchell claim was that 
5.5 million more people are em- 
ployed than when Eisenhower as- 
, sumed office. 
- This claim poses employment in 
January, normally the lowest of the 
year, against August, the highest, 
the fact sheet says. It produces offi- 
cial figures showing that employ- 
ment increased but 2.4 million 
between January 1953 and January 
‘1956, and but 3.3 million between 
the Augusts of the same years. 
“Perhaps what Mr. Mitchell 
is trying to hide,” it adds in a tart. 
note, “is the fact that between 
January 1953 and January 1956, 
unemployment rose by one mil- 
lion (because the year-round la- 
bor force had increased by 3.3 
million but the number of jobs 


“this Administration has proposed 
to Congress . . . amendment and 
improvement” of Taft-Hartley. 

“The record shows,” it says, 
“that Pres. Eisenhower— 

“Backed down on his promise to 
(the late) Labor Sec. (Martin) 
Durkin to back Taft-Hartley im- 
provements such as the ‘union-bust- 
ing’ provision (Sec. 9-c) and the 
provision legalizing state ‘right to 
work’ laws (Sec. 14-b). 

“Instead proposed to Congress a 
series of ‘toughening’ amendments, 
including provisions to permit states 
to prohibit certain kinds of strikes 
and impose compulsory arbitra- 
tion; and to reinforce employers’ 
rights to make anti-union speeches 
to ‘captive audiences’ of employes 
during working hours, without giv- 
ing the union a chance to reply.” 


Gordon, of Screen 
Extras Guild, Dead 


Hollywood, Calif.—Richard H.. 


Gordon, since 1948 president of 
the Screen Extras Guild and for 
three years previously its first vice 
president, died in Hollywood Pres- 
byterian Hospital of complications 
following an emergency abdominal 
operation. He was 63, and was 
born Richard Henry Towey in 
Philadelphia. 

SEG officers served as honorary 
pallbearers at funeral services. 
Gordon, one of SGE’s founders, 
came to Hollywood in 1918 after 
serving in World War I with the 
British Air Force, and got his first 
film job because he owned a British 


Labor Sparks 
34-State Push 
To Register 


(Continued from Page I) 


groups were ready to roll. 


Union lists have been checked 


urged by Gov. G. Mennen Wil- 
liams (D). 

Unemployment has risen, the 
UAW said, every month since Wil- 
liams first called on the legislature 
for action. Each month more than 
11,000 workers have.exhausted even 
the inadequate unemployment c 
pensation benefits available under 
existing law.- Even then, the dis- 


country indicated that local union | heartening high total of exhaustions 


does not reflect the distress of the 
100,000 workers who received no 


against the registration books and unemployment compensation at all. 


plans laid for bringing the unregis- 


There were 224,000 unemployed 


tered voters to the registration of-|in Michigan when Williams first 


fices. 


made a plea_for longer benefit 


In other areas registration will periods and increased payments. In 
be conducted at plant gates, near | July, the UAW recalled, Rep. Van 


factories and plants and im the| Peursem said 230,000 jobless was 
areas where trade union members| no emergency. The present total 


live. 


of 273,000 unemployed is the most 


Millions of pieces of literature 
have been distributed stressing the 
necessity for trade union members 
to become politically effective by 
registering and voting. 

Reports forwarded to COPE by 
its area directors indicate that in 
many states where the registration 
rolls have closed a greater number 
of union members have registered 
than ever before. 

COPE Co-Directors James L. 
McDevitt and Jack Kroll de- 
clared that the evidence to date 
is heartening but that “it is ab- 
solutely necessary that we get our 
people—our members and their 
families—registered and to the 
polls on election day if we are 
to protect the interests of the 
working people and the nation.” 

They noted the victory of labor- 
supported candidates in the Maine 
election was in part stemmed from 
a heavy registration and vote by 
trade union members. 


THE AFL-CIO PRESENTS 
Ths Friday 


critical jobless situation in the state 


Living Costs. 
Index Dips 


Fractionally 


The cost of living dropped. two- 
tenths of 1 percent between July 
and August because fresh fruit and - 
vegetable prices went sharply down, 
as they always do at this time of 
year, while costs: of practically 


everything else went up. 


The Labor Dept.’s Bureau of La- 
bor Statistics reported its Consumer 
Price Index stood at 116.8 on Aug. 
15, compared to 117 on July-15 
and 114.5 in August 1955. The 
decline was the first since January. 
It reversed an upward movement” 
that began in March and reached 
its peak in July. 
Vegetables ‘Down | 

Prices of fresh vegetables dropped 
an average of 21.9 percent as boun- 
tiful harvests began finding their 
way into the markets in August. 
Fresh fruit prices sagged 9.2 per- 
cent, but despite these declines the 
over-all food index was down only 
1.5- percent. 

Prices of other foods, like most 
of the other goods and services in 
the CPI market basket, increased. 
Higher costs were registered for 
beef, veal, some pork cuts, eggs, 
some dairy products and bread. 
Poultry prices, down 3.9 percent, 
reflected increased supplies of 
young chickens. 

Housing went up again. So did 
anthracite and bituminous coal, gas 
bills, apparel, both new and used 
cars (the latter greater than sea- 
sonal), and gasoline and motor oil. 
The long-term rise in consumer 
services continued. Declines were 
registered in housefurnishings and 
household appliances. 

Take-Home Pay Up 

BLS Commissioner Ewan Clague 
refused to go out on a limb with a 
forecast on the September index 
reading. Without committing him- 
self, he said it could hold at the 
present level, drop a little, or go up 
a little. 


In another report, the BLS said 


.|the American factory worker's 


take-home pay reached an all-time 
high in August, and that the 
amount of goods and services he 
could buy was the highest on rec- 
ord for any August. _ 

It reported the average worker 
with a wife and two children had 
net spendable income—after fed- 
eral withholding tax deductions— 
of $73.06 a week. This was more 
than $2.70, or about 4 percent, 
higher than in August 1955 and 
gave him about 2 percent more 
purchasing power. 


The average single worker had 


net earnings of $65.71 a week. 


POLITICAL ACTION prospects in Baltimore must look good to 


Assistant Reg. Dir. Oliver Singleton (left) and Reg. Dir. Joseph 
Heath of AFL-CIQ Reg. IV, judging from their smiles. They are 
shown at the booth of Labor’s League for Political Education dur- 
ing the Baltimore Union Label Show. 


rose only 2.4 million).” officer’s uniform. He appeared in 
The fact sheet has some pointed | several hundred films and many 
Comment on Mitchell’s boast that | television shows. 
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- PICTORIAL MAGAZINE depicting Finland’s general strike of last March was shown to AFL-CIO 
Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler (second from left) during a visit to the Finnish Federation of Trade 


Unions in Helsinki. 


European Rep. Irving Brown at the right. 


Sec. Olli J. Uoti is at. the left, with Pres. Eero: Antikainen and AFL-CIO 


‘Textile Industry Seen in Crisis; 
Union Urges Political Action 


Textiles, the nation’s_oldest industry, represents “a crisis for America” and the first step toward 
any solution “‘is a political overturn in November,” according to the Textile Workers Union. 
The failures of the Eisenhower Administration to meet the emergencies are sharply rapped in 


TWUA’s monthly publication,® 
Textile Labor, which says the 
problem dooms a million industry 
workers and their families to an 
“ever-declining standard of living.” 


Ask Joint Campaign 

The union asked employers and 
the government to join it in a cam- 
paign to boost wages, expand un- 
ionization (only 25 percent of the 
industry), put brakes on textile 
imports, block mill liquidations 
and improve sales methods. 

Dozens of communities, the 
report says, “have been turned 
into depressed areas; tens of 
thousands of workers have been 
stranded by the management 
failures. Low wages and less 
work have gone hand in hand; 
insecurity has been poverty’s 
handmaiden.” 

There is a real danger, TWUA 
Gen. Pres. William Pollock warned, 
“that our country will no longer 
have a textile industry adequate to 
meet the needs of national de- 
fense.” 

The community that depends 
upon the unorganized textile com- 
pany-for its sustenance, continued 
the report, “is gambling with its 
economic stability, its political and 
civil liberties and the future of its 
children. 

“Up north or down south, in 
New Hampshire or South Carolina, 
a hundred years ago or right this 


minute, the vast majority of the 
employers in the textile industry 
have shown and are showing a 
callous indifference.to their civic 
responsibilities as well as a stony 
indifference for the welfare of their 
workers.” 

To those who argue that higher 
wages for textile workers would be 


inflationary, the report makes these 


points: 
“Just 55 cents added to the 


price of a $60 man’s suit would 
bring average pay of woolen and 
worsted workers up to $1.97 an 
hour, the national standard in 
manufacturing. What’s infla- 
tionary about that? 

“Only 25 cents added to the 
price of a $20 dress would raise 
the average hourly pay of cotton- 
rayon workers to the same $1.97 
level. Is this too great a.burden to 
place on the consumer?” 


to secure enough signatures to 


cost to get them. 


Research, Inc. 


The Democratic state con 


the proposal. 


‘Right-to-Work’ Issue _ 
Up to Washington Voters 


Seattle, Wash.—The issue of a ‘right-to-work’ law will be 
on the state ballot in November—at a cost of $1.25 a name 


money was supplied by those outside the state. 

Washington State Teamsters made the price estimate, based 
on the 60,009 valid signatures obtained and the $78,000 it 
Only $13,000 was raised within the state, 
most of the balance came from an outfit calling itself Jobs 


The initiative was kicked off with the mailing of 800, 000 
petitions to a highly selective list of state residents. Organized 
labor, encouraged by the lack of interest in the petitions, is 
working hard to beat the measure on the ballot. 


‘Tight-to-work’ petition. The GOP convention took no stand. 
But major candidates of both parties are on record against 


make it possible. Most of the 


vention came out against the 


ICFTU Protests Arabian 
Anti-Strike Law Decree 


Brussels—The Intl. 


Confederation of Free Trade Unions is 


protesting strongly to the Intl. Labor Organization against a vicious 
anti-strike law promulgated by royal decree in Saudi Arabia as the 


aftermath of a walkout against the 
American-owned Aramco Petro- 
leum Co. 

Describing the decree as “the 
worst kind of feudal reaction,” 
Gen. Sec. J. H. Oldenbroek of the 
ICFTU is seeking its repeal through 
the ILO. 

The Aramco strike, to which ob- 
servers attribute it, was caused by 
excessive employment of foreign 
workers by the company, in which 
Standard of New Jersey, Standard 
of California, and the Texas Co. 
each hold 30 percent interests, and 
Socony-Mobiloil 10 percent. 


According to a copy of the text 
received at ICFTU headquarters, 
the decree prohibits employes of 
concessions and firms engaged in 
public utility work from leaving or 
stopping work by agreement among 


three or more employes. Offenders 
are liable to imprisonment of not 
less than one week, and those who 
incite them to one year or more. 

The same workers, even without 
prior agreement, also are prohibited 
from any demonstration or strike 
under pain of one year in prison. 
If force, threat or damage. is in- 
volved, the sentence is doubled. 

A worker penalized under the 
decree may be discharged by his 
employer. Provincial governors, if 
they see fit, can demand such a dis- 
missal and in addition can exile the 

“offender” to any place and for any 
period they wish. 

Press reports on the Aramco 
strike said 500 workers were jailed |. 
and 80 of them tortured by being 
poisoned with scorpions, burning 
or the pulling out of their nails. 


AFL-CIO Tie Clasps 
Available to Unions 


New metal tie clasps carrying the 
AFL-CIO insignia are now avail- 
uble from the the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Purchasing and Supplies for $1 
each. 

The department also has avail- 
able lapel pins and buttons carrying 
the official insignia for 80 cents 
each, or 75 cents for an order of a 
dozen or more. 

The various insignia can be ob- 
tained by writing the department at 
815 Sixteenth St. N.W., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 


Transport Workers 
Ratify New Contract 

Members of the Transport Work- 
ers’ Air Transport Division in 45 
cities have voted for ratification of 
a new contract with American Air- 
lines providing a 25 cents an hour 
increase across the board. About 
7,500 employes are covered by the 
two-year agreement, 


A “fair labor standards” 


Labor Recommends | 
Tariff Policy Changes 


program in international trade was 
recommended this week by an AFL-CIO official to the Congress, 

Dir. Stanley H. Ruttenberg of the Dept. of Research, told a House 
Ways & Means subcommittee that protection is needed “for those 
in our country who are adversely affected by liberalization of tariffs.” 


Without such steps, Ruttenberg 
said, the “continued liberalization 
of international trade” may be en- 
dangered. 

Two New Features 

“. . . We are convinced that 
gradual, removal of trade barriers 
is in our national interest and will 
helpto strengthen the nations of 
the free world,” he said. 

The AFL-CIO official suggested 


‘that two new features be added to 


the President’s present authority in 
tariff “escape clause” cases. _ 

One would be greater publicity 
about economic effects of tariff 
changes among other industries 
and workers which would be ad- 
versely affected when duties are 
raised on certain products. 
- Secondly, he said, the President 
“should be authorized to provide 
certain types of governmental as- 
sistance to communities, workers 
and employers adversely affected 
by import competition.” 

Must Face Issues 

Ruttenberg told the subcommit- 
tee the. AFL-CIO is convinced that 
unless the country faces up to the 
issues involved in foreign trade, 
there is a “real danger” that our 
trade policy will be reversed— 
reversal which will mean _ the 


Canada LaborActs 
To Guard Rights 


Ottawa, Ont.—The National 
Committee for Human Rights of 
the Canadian Labor Congress at 
an organization meeting here 
mapped out an intensive campaign 
to safeguard -human rights in 
Canada. 

Reports from local committees 
in major industrial cities indicated 
that federal and provincial fair em- 
ployment laws have, directly or in- 
directly, changed the pattern of 
employment practices in a number 
of industries in such a way as to 
lessen or eliminate discrimination 
in employment because of race or 
religion. 

The committee, chaired by Vice 
Pres. Frank H. Hall of the Railway 
Clerks, called on the federal Dept. 
of Labor for an intensified educa- 
tional campaign for fair employ- 
ment practices, and for the naming 
of an advisory committee to assist 
it. 5 

A national conference will be 
held next spring at which the whole 
question of religious and racial dis- 
crimination, 
strengthening rather than gradually 


removing’ the. barriers to exchange 
of goods among nations.” _ 

“Such a reversal of policy 
would not. only be detrimental 
to our own national interest,” he 
maintained, “but it would play 
directly into the hands of.-the 
Soviet Union. 

“It is a simple fact. of interna- 
tional life that if we will not trade 
with the other free nations, they will 
turn reluctantly and in desperation 


to markets in countries behind the - 


Iron Curtain. 

“Thus it is imperative that ef- 
fective action be taken. to create 
the necessary conditions for con- 
tinuance of the reciprocal trade 
program and gradual reduction of 
restrictions on international trade.” 


e 
Labor Wins. 
U. S. Pledge 
e-°.hU0OCe 
On Bolivia 

The Administration has assured 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany that 
should its cancellation of tungsten 
contracts with Bolivia cause per- 
sonal hardship to the workers in- 
volved, this will be taken into ac- 
count in considering U.S. economic 
aid to that country. 

The pledge, made in a letter by 
Henry Holland, Assistant Secretary 
of State for Latin America, was in 
response to letters Meany wrote last 
June to the State Dept. and the di- 
rector of Defense Mobilization at 
the suggestion of the AFL-CIO 
Latin American Affairs Subcom- 
mittee. 

In addition, Deputy Dir. Victor 
E. Cooley of the Office of Defense 
Mobilization wrote Meany that he 
has asked the Intl. Cooperation 
Administration to study the effect 
of the termination of the tungsten 


contracts “with a view to easing the , 


impact on the Bolivian economy.” 
~ The AFL-CIO Latin American 
Affairs Subcommittee acted in re- 


sponse to appeals for help from - 


Nuflo Chavez, head of the Bolivian 
Agricultural Workers Confedera- 
tion, and Sen. Mario Torres, secre- 
tary-general of the Bolivian Miners’ 
Union. 

Two U.S. government contracts 
for the purchase of tungsten from 
Bolivia expire this year. The fail- 
ure to renew them is expected to 
result in the loss of $4.5 million in 


income to Bolivia, throwing 4,800. 


workers out of jobs and affecting 
families with an aggregate of 24,000 
people. 
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35-Hour Week Is Eventual 


Goal of Pressmen’s Union 


Philadelphia, Pa.—More than 1,450 delegates to the Printing Pressmen’s union gathered in the 
vastness of Municipal Auditorium to help this city mark the 250th anniversary of the birth of Ben- 


jamin Franklin, a printer before he was a statesman. 


Representatives of the union’s 762 locals with a membership of 104,000 surveyed their juris- 
diction and found that most of their members are — under contracts providing a 371%- 


hour week and immediately an-‘ 
nounced the “eventual” objective 
of a 35-hour week. 


Sticking to Gompers 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 


told the 36th Pressmen’s conven- |: 


tion that the organizations in the: 
merged labor movement are “learn- 


ing to live together and meet their}. 


problems on the traditional policies 
and objectives of the trade union 
movement.” 

Meany declared 2 great deal is 
being said today about political 
action by labor. As Americans, 
he continued, “we have a perfect 
right to ask that our membership 
exercise their right to vote and 
that they vote in the interest of 
good government, a sound econ 
omy and a strong America. 


“We are sticking to the Gompers 
philosophy that workers should 
vote for their friends and against 
their enemies.” 

Of automation, Meany said “we 
are for progress and if a machine 
comes along to lighten human labor 
we are going to be very much in- 
terested. But we are not going to 
allow this sort of thing to destroy 
our economy. We want a fair 
share of all the wealth that is pro- 
duced by labor and management. 

“If automation is going to bring 
more leisure, then labor wants a 
share of that leisure, and it wants 


it under a system by which the pur- 


Virginia Bars Funds 
To Integrated Schools 


Richmond, Va.—The General Assembly has completed action on 
two dozen assorted pieces of legislation aimed at buying time in the 
state’s fight to hold off racial integration of its public schools. 


Union League Sign 
Tells ‘Rich’ Story 

Philadelphia—Delegates to 
the Pressmen’s 36th conven- 
tion ‘could scarcely miss the 
sedate old building in the 
heart of the city whose sole 
modern touch was a large sign 
urging “Vote the Straight Re- 
' publican Ticket.” 

Those curious enough to 
look at the other sign on the 
building, a decorous bronze 
plaque, immediately got the 
significance of the big sign. | 
The building is the home of 
the Union League, traditional 
refuge for rich, reactionary 
Republicans. 


chasing power in workers’ pay en- 
velopes is maintained.” 


Dunwody Reelected 


Pressmen’s Pres. Thomas E. Dun- 
wody quoted Franklin as saying 
“‘Every man owes something to 
the profession to which he belongs’ 
and we have interpreted that as 
meaning not only the individual but 
also that each segment as well as 
each individual owes something to 
the upbuilding of the industry to 
which he belongs as well as to the 
general prosperity of the country.” 

Dunwody was installed for an- 


The new legislation carries out® 


a program to preserve segregation 
sponsored by Gov. Thomas B. Stan- 
ley, but not in the exact form in 
which he sponsored it. 

Whether it is successful in its 
aim, and can serve as a pattern for 
other southern states intent upon 
denying unsegregated education to 
their children, may be determined 
soon. Federal court decisions in 
desegregation cases involving pub- 
lic schools in Arlington County— 
across the Potomac River from 
Washington — and in Charlottes- 
ville —- where Thomas Jefferson 
made his home—are due in No- 
vember. 

The hodge-podge of bills in- 
cludes a series intended to curb 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
which has spearheaded the fight 
for unsegregated schools. 


Curb on NAACP 
Basically, they require “racial” 
groups to file membership lists and 
financial reports with the State 
Corporation Commission, and 
place restrictions on the “stirring 
up” of litigation involving the races. 
They are aimed at organizations 
with a principal function of “advo- 
cating” integration or segregation, 

or “promoting” any race. 

The key bill in the school legis- 
lation program would cut off 
state aid to any community which 
operates “inefficient” primary or 
secondary schools—and sets forth 
a state policy that “no efficient 
system of the elementary and 
secondary public scheols can be 
maintained in any county, city or 
town in which white and colored 
children are taught.” 


The program provides that all 
Pupils may be assigned to specific 


schools in each district by a board 
of three members in each district 
to be appointed by the governor. 

Their decisions may be based on 
reasons other than race, such as 
the “sociological, psychological and 
like intangible social scientific fac- 
tors as will prevent, as nearly as 
possible, a condition of socio-eco- 
nomic class consciousness among 
the pupils.” Appeals may be made 
to the governor, then to the state 
courts. 


Integration Dodges 

If a child of one race is assigned 
to a school attended by children of 
another race, the school is auto- 
matically closed. The governor 
can intervene to change the situ- 
ation or to reassign pupils, but if 
he fails, he can take the school out 
of the local system and operate it 
on a segregated basis. The gover- 
nor can give it back to the local 
system upon request, but if it oper- 
ates without segregation, state funds 
would be cut off. 

‘The governor also is em- 
powered to take over the schools 
in a locality, upon request, if 
they are closed voluntarily or be- 
cause of the withholding of state 
aid. Acting as an agent of the 
General Assembly, he would 
operate them on a segregated 
basis—thus presenting another 
state’s rights dispute. 

_. Another bill provides for grants 
for private schooling in localities 
where schools are closed, payable 
from the state allocation to that 
community. Stanley proposed no 
limit on each grant, but by the time 
the General Assembly got through 
with it there were two—one a top 
‘lof $350, the other the sum the 


other term with Sec:-Treas. George 
L. Googe me? other officials of the 
union. 


Delegates had. more than 280 
resolutions for consideration but 
many. of these were duplicates of 
each other. 

One resolution laned establish- 
ment of service departments in con- 
venient areas to help train members 
to cover situations in the offset 
printing field. 

Dunwody was authorized to 
appoint whatever committees 
may be necessary “and to take 
appropriate steps to facilitate the 
merging of any interested union” 
with the Pressmen. A resolution 
urged him to assist in developing 
cooperative relations with other 
unions toward the strengthening 
and expansion of the Pressmen. 


The convention greeted en- 
thusiastically a statement by Penn- 
sylvania’s Gov. George M. Leader 
that the trade union movement “has 
nothing in common whatever with 
the Republican Party.” 

Leader urged the delegates not 
to be “taken in. This uneasy lull 
is not peace, this booming stock 
market is not necessarily prosperity, 
this friendly smile hides a lack of 
real leadership.” 


Other speakers included Mayor 
Richardson Dilworth of Philadel- 
phia, Pres. Joseph McDonough of 
the Pennsylvania Federation of La- 
bor, Raymond Blatenberger, public 
printer of the U.S., and newspaper 
executives. 


Higher Minimums 
Set for Puerto Rico 


Higher minimum rates have been 
set for five Puerto Rican indus- 
tries, effective Oct. 8, under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act. 

The new minimums: fabric and 
leather gloves, from 24 to 67% 
cents an hour from the former 22% 
to 5744 cents; handkerchief, square 
scarf and art linens, from 25 to 49 
cents hourly from the old 224% 
and 40 cents; children’s dresses and 
related products, 35 to 50 cents 
from 25 to 40 cents; women’s and 
children’s underwear, 35 and 56 
cents hourly from the former 22% 
to 48 cents; needlework and fabri- 
cated textile products, 40 to 77% 
cents from the old 35 to 574A cents. 


Ballot Box Poll 
Favors Sen. Morse 


Portland—The Front Door 
Ballot Box Poll conducted by 
the Republican Oregonian, 
this state’s chief newspaper, 
shows Sen. Wayne Morse 
(D) leading his Republican 
opponent, Douglas McKay, 
by a significant margin. 

Voter preferences in Mult- 
nomah County, which cast 
35 percent of the ballots two 
years ago, give Morse 49 per- 
cent, McKay 39 percent and 
undecided 12 percent, a gain 
for Morse over an earlier poll. 

In 1954, when Sen. Rich- 
ard L. Neuberger (D) de- 
feated Guy Cordon (R) by 
2,462 ballots, the former won 
only 10 of Oregon’s 35 coun- 
ties, while Cordon carried 26. 

This year, registration for 
the May primary gave Demo- 
crats a margin of 14,741 
among the 769,505 on the 
rolls, And Democrats had the 
majority of registered voters 
in 26 counties. 


locality would spend on the child 
if he were attending public school. 


GM BOSS’ BROTHER retires on pension negotiated by the Auto 
Workers after 28 years with the Fisher Body plant in Lansing, Mich. 
Leroy J. Curtice, 68, brother of GM Pres. Harlow Curtice, will draw 
about $63 a month plus social security benefits under a contract 
negotiated by the UAW with Harlow Curtice, who is expected to 
retire on a pension of about $68,000 a year. 


For Trucking 


Loosened Credit Asked’ 


Industry 


Pres. Dave Beck of the Teamsters and Pres. B. M. Seymour of 
‘Associated Transport, Inc., on behalf of the Independent Advisory 
Committee to the Trucking Industry, have jointly appealed to the 


loosen credit in the trucking in- 
dustry. 

The industry, Beck said, “can- 
not be maintained without suitable 
credit facilities,” adding that 97 
percent of 18,000 firms in it qualify 
for SBA loans.” -Only the “rela- 
tively tiny sum” of $52,000 has 
been: loaned truckers for the pur- 
chase of new equipment, he said. 
“We believe that the SBA can 
develop a sound program of credit 
assistance for the trucking industry 


Small Business Administration to® 


which will relieve this chronic 
shortage and at the same time help 
to preserve the present condition of 
widespread ownership,” Beck de- 
clared. 

Sen. John J. Sparkman (D-Ala.), 
chairman of the Senate Small Busi- 
ness Committee, warned that small 
business may see a relaxation of 
the Eisenhower Administration’s 
tight money policy as one of the 
Republicans’ campaign tactics—and 
advised it against being “taken in 
by election year gestures.” 
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Washington Fab Fights Vote Apathy 


Fear Political Over-Confidence 
After Huge Primary Victories 


Seattle, Wash. —Organized labor in Washington is concerned over the sweeping victories which 


labor-backed candidates scored 


The margin was so great that leaders here fear that the Democratic trend may lead to over- 


By Milton Plumb 


in the primaries. 


confidence, and a let-down at the polls in November. 


In the first election in which the state’s popular “two Maggies,” 


Rep.-at-Large Don Magnuson, both 
Democrats, ran together, the pair 
rolled up staggering primary totals 
despite the fact that they had no 
opposition. 

The senator polled 426,355 votes 
to 275,898 cast for his Republican 
opponent, Gov. Arthur B. Langlie, 
who also was unopposed for his 
party’s nomination. The congress- 
man rolled up 390,775 votes against 
a combined total of 249,409 for 
the two contenders of the GOP 
nomination. 


Elated at Showing 


Washington labor leaders are 
elated at the primary showing. But 
they point to the fact that Gov. 
Langlie has a reputation for getting 
elected despite a poor primary vote. 
Their big concern now is keeping 
alive the interest in the election 
right down to election day. 

Labor’s political strategy is 
planned by a united labor advisory 
committee, in which AFL-CIO 
state organizations are joined by 
the independent Railway Brother- 
hoods, Mine Workers and Long- 
shoremen of the state. This body 
is headed by Pres. E. M. Weston of 
the Washington State Federation 
of Labor. 

The group will meet at Seattle’s 
Labor Temple Sept. 29 to make 
its formal endorsements, but its 
leaders say privately that there 
is no question that the two Mag- 
nusons will have labor’s all-out 
support. 

They also predict a “probable” 
endorsement of State Sen. Al Ros- 
silini (D) over Lieut. Gov. Emmett 
Anderson (R) for the gubernatorial 
job and say that the Democrats 
have a real chance of winning this 
post for the first time in many years. 

Washington’s politics have in re- 
cent years been some of the 
strangest in the nation. The state 
has been consistently Democratic 
in electing representatives in Con- 
gress on the statewide level, having 
sent two liberal Democrats to. the 
Senate and another Democratic 
former member of the Newspaper 
Guild to the House as congress- 
man-at-large. 

Chances Are Good 

Yet, while voting Democratic 
for these offices, Washington voters 
at the same time in the past have 
elected Republicans as their repre- 
sentatives in each of the six con- 
gressional districts, and have also 
generally favored Republicans for 
top state posts. 

According to Sec.-Treas. Harold 
Slater of the Washington State In- 
dustrial Union Council, the chances 
of changing this picture are better 
this year than ever before. He says 
that resentment in the Second Dis- 
trict against incumbent Rep. Jack 
Westland (R) for his “poor” record 


California Next 
In Spot Reports 


The reports on the political 
outlook in Washington and 
Idaho appearing on this page 
are the second and third in 
a series of articles on key 
races across the country for 
contro! of Congress. 

Next week the AFL-CIO 
News will carry an on-the- 
spot report from California, 
where a critical senatorial 
contest is being waged. 


>>. 


Sen. Warren G. Magnuson and : 


4 
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Washington 


“wreck law” legislation on this 


enough signatures to authorize 


basis, and former AFL and CIO 


and Olympia. 


directed against the measure. 


Target of State Labor 


Seattle, Wash.—The drive by “right-to-work” law backers to get 


by some labor leaders as one of the main reasons for the Demo- 
cratic trend evidenced by primary voting here. 
The success of the “right-to-work” group in getting barely 


organization of all branches of the labor movement on a statewide 


for the first time in many years. 
committees for political action have been established in Tacoma 


Organized labor is confident that if labor members turn out on 
election day, the “right-to-work” initiative will be badly beaten. 
They are concentrating their political efforts on this issue, and are 
doing “everything we can do” to prevent enactment, Sec.-Treas. 
Harold Slater of United Labor Advisory Committee said. 

The joint body has been meeting weekly to plan labor’s strategy 
to defeat the law, and under its sponsorship, the AFL-CIO motion_ 
picture, “Justice on Trial,” which tells the story of “right-to-work” 
laws, has been shown over 400 times throughout the state. 

In addition, labor is sponsoring about 200 radio and TV spot 
announcements a week, and has set up illuminated signboards 


‘Wreck’ Law 


year’s Washington ballots is seen 


an initiative brought about joint 


groups are cooperating politically 
In addition, new joint labor 


may be enough to elect the Demo- 
cratic nominee, Peyton Peterson, 
and that former Tacoma Mayor 
John T. McCutcheson (D) has a 
“good chance” of beating incum- 
bent Rep. Thor C. Tollefson (R}¥ 
Weston also feels that the 
trend is “favorable to the Demo- 
cratic candidates” and sees “a 
chance” of electing Democrats to 
at least four of the -state’s seven 
seats in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Republican chances of keeping 
the governorship were weakened by 
a bitter intra-party fight in the pri- 
mary. Backers of right-wing Gov. 
Langlie favored Anderson in the 
primary. His opponent for the 
nomination, Atty. Gen. Don East- 
vold, strongly attacked the Langlie 


Boise, Ida. 
Charles R. Smith summed up the 


Without flatly predicting a Demo- 
cratic victory in November—Idaho 
labor has endorsed all Democratic 
nominees for Congress—Smith and 
other state labor leaders point to 
the fact that this is the first year 
that the labor movement here is 
united politically as the main rea- 
son for their bright expectation. 


Record to Voters 

Idaho Labor’s Joint Legislative 
Council, in which the state feder- 
ation of labor, industrial union 
council and railway brotherhoods 
cooperate, has already completed a 
registration check and has sent the 
voting records of Sen. Herman Wel- 
ker (R.) and the two Idaho rep- 
resentatives to union members’ 
homes, Chairman Elmer McIntire 
said. 

McIntire, who is secretary-treas- 
urer of the Idaho Federation of 
Labor, said all central labor bodies 
in the state have been asked to set 
up registration booths in the labor 
temples and to assign staff for get- 
ting unregistered union members 
on the voting rolls. 


The state industrial union coun- 
cil also is active, and is now dis- 


fire most of the heads of state de- 
partments if he were elected to 
Office. 

Langlie’s campaign against Mag- 
| neo already~begun to‘ use the 
“smear techniques” which are 
marking many recent GOP cam- 
paigns on the West Coast. 

The two state labor organiza- 
tions, working through the joint 
committee, have been engaged for 
several months in a campaign to 
increase the percentage of registra- 
tion among union members. This 
has brought about a 30 percent in- 
crease in the number of registered 
voters, and Washington labor in- 
tends to do all it can to see that all 
of its qualified members get to 
the polls on election day. 


Idaho Labor Sees Best 
Chance to Elect Friends 


—‘We’ve the best chance ever,” 


AFL-CIO Reg. Dir. 
prospects of electing labor-backed 


candidates in Idaho’s congressional elections. 


4 


administration and said he would 


nee Frank Church. 


HAPPY OVER THE IMPROVED prospects of electing labor- 
supported candidates to Congress from Idaho, Fred L. Garrett 
(left), Idaho director of the Communications Workers, and Charles 
R. Smith (right), AFL-CIO regional director for Idaho and Montana, 
confer with Rep. Gracie Pfost (D) and Democratic senatorial nomi- 


\Idaho Democrats See 
Prospects ‘Excellent’ 


Boise, Idaho—Idaho Democrats are optimistic over their political 
prospects for the first time in many years. 
They view the situation here with the same optimism that cur- 


rently prevails in the other two 
states of the Northwest, Oregon 
and Washington, to which Idaho 
is attached geographically and by 
common economic interests. — 

The huge margin piled by the 
Democratic candidate for:Senate in 
the Washington primary has bol- 
stered the morale of backers of 
incumbent Rep. Gracie Pfost (D) 
in the First District, and of their 
Senatorial nominee. This area, 
which borders Washington, is nor- 
mally Democratic, and its economic 
interests are almost identical. The 
issue of Hell’s Canyon—located on 
the Snake River between this dis- 
trict and Washington—is of para- 
mount importance to both. 


Pfost Commended 
Sen. Herman Welker’s (R) cam- 


_|paign headquarters here in the|- 


capital city displays a poster boast- 
ing as his main campaign slogan 
that his vote helped kill the measure 
authorizing the federal dam. And 
Pfost’s opponent, Louise Shaddock 
(R), who is Welker’s secretary, is 
also campaigning strongly against 
the project. 

The Idaho State Democratic Con- 


tributing a leaflet comparing the 
two platforms adopted by the state 
conventions with what labor re- 
quested. 

“We got 100 percent of our re- 
quests from the Democratic Party,” 
Sec.-Treas. Albert G. Beattie of the 
Idaho Industrial Union Council 
said. “The Republicans just put in 
one paragraph, which I can hon- 
estly translate as saying, ‘we'd like 
you vote, but we won’t do anything 
for you.’” 


Labor Members Running 


Idaho labor also will work this 
year to elect a state legislature that 
is friendly to labor. A “right-to- 
work” bill, pushed by the Idaho 


Farm Bureau, was beaten in the 
the issue be raised again next year. 


for re-election to the state senate. 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen. 


the legislature, also seeking re-elec- 


House last year 28 to 31, and labor 
intends to widen this margin should 


George Warren, secretary of the 
joint legislative council, is running 


He is a member of the unaffiliated 
The only other labor member of 


tion, is Rep. John Antoine John- 
son, a member of the Woodworkers. 


vention singled out Hell’s Canyon 
and dramatized the issue by pass- 
ing a resolution commending Pfost 
in the strongest terms for her lead- 
ership of the fight in the House for 
the bill to authorize the federal 
development and—what’s more— 
urged her to continue her work. 

As for “Hell’s Belle”’—as Pfost 
is called in Congress—she is build- 
ing her campaign on the importance 
of public power in terms of jobs 
and the economic development of 
the region, as well as savings for 
consumers. 

Frank Church, Boise attorney 
who defeated former Sen. Glen 
Taylor (D) for the Democratic 
senatorial nomination, is building 
his campaign largely on Welker’s 
record in Congress, which he says 
has been “consistently against the 
interests of Idaho, the farmers, 
small businessmen, the working peo- 
ple, school children and our senior 
citizens.” 

Welker Tabbed ‘Extremist’ 

A hard campaigner, Church also 
is hitting at Welker as “one of a 
little group of extremist senators 
in Washington who rallied around 
Sen. McCarthy and used his tac- 


tics.” In this connection, Church 
is making effective use of the recent 
endorsement of Welker by Sen, 
James O. Eastland (D-Miss.), whose 
extremist racial views are net 
popular in the friendly West. ia 


99-62-6, 


onsveneity, of il 
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Although a political newcomer, 
Church is the strongest Democrati¢ 
nominee for the Senate which the 
party has had in Idaho for many 
years. His prospects at the present J 
time are somewhat dimmed by the § 
unwillingness of Taylor—who lost 
the primary by 200 votes—to com 
cede defeat. There is talk of & 
Taylor write-in campaign which 
could only help the Republicans, 
perhaps reelecting Welker by com 
siderably less than a majority vote. 


Lack of Funds 
Meanwhile, the Democratic ca i 
didates are hampered by a lack of @ 
funds in the face of apparently 
limitless financial backing for theit @ 
Republican opponents. Pfost, 
whose district is 450 miles long and 
200 miles wide, must use most of 
her available money just for travel 

The fat GOP campaign kitty has 
as its chief sources the private pow 
er lobby, which is determined @ 
defeat public power in this state at am 
all costs, and the mining and lume 
bering interests. 

Sunshine Mining Co., with the 
world’s largest silver mine to undef 
write its spending, and Bunker Hill 
& Sullivan, lead and zinc, join witli 
Potlach Forest Co., Clearwater ® 
Timber Co., the local Weyerhauser : 
interest, and Idaho Power in seek 
ing to maintain business domine 
tion of this primarily agricultural 
state. 
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